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pleads for their humanity and right to 
religion against a very general opinion of 
that day, which denied them both. 


| 
HISTORICAL NOTES ON SLAVERY IN| 
THE NORTHERN COLONIES AND) 








STATES. | Dean Berkeley, in his famous sermon 
Continued from page 30.* hefore the Venerable Society in 1731, 
NO. 1V,—MASSACHUSETTS, '|speaks of “the irrational contempt of the 


i 7 . 
Bur the humane efforts of Roger Wil-|,Placks 28 Creatures of another Species, 
: g - ; 
liams and John Eliot to abate the severity itn, had no right to be instructed or 
of judgment against captives, and mitigate | admitted to the Sacraments. Sermon, 
the horrors of slavery in Mas setts, | P- 19. 
f assachusetts, | an 
hardly amounted to a positive protest And George Keith (then Quaker), whose 
against the institution itself. |paper against the practice was said to be 
In their time there was no public opinion |S'¥°" forth by the appointment of the 
against slavery, and probably very little | meeting held by him in the city of Phila- 
exercise of private judgment against it \delphia, about the year 1693, gave a.strict 
7 gme gains 5 pre ac 
Even among the Quakers the inner light | Charge to Friends “that they should set 
had not yet disclosed its enormity, or| ‘belt mograee a liberty » Sree ee 
awakened tender consciences to its utter | time af service. Pamphlet quoted 
wickedness. \by Dr. Franklin in his letter_to John 
Morgan Godwyn, a clergyman of the| Wright, 4 November, 1789. Works, X., 
wane g one 
Church of England, who wrote and pub-|**;;,. 
lished in 1680 “The Neoro’s and Indian’s|  _»!8 would seem to have been the very 
i a sros and *Naan’s) carliest testi i 
Advocate, suing for their Admission into| °atliest testimony against slavery in Ame 
ria hipaa ‘rica, if, indeed, it went far enough to 
* In article No, I., Vol. vii, p. 348, in the refer-| @eserve that character. Keith appears 
; - ) :P , in the refer- |“! 
cm to Windires’s Heaven the dates should be July, ;simply to have repeated the words of 
): stes ‘ ray ;) . _ Sow | ot ¢ > 
antitita, o and February, , 1638, George Fox in Barbadoes in 1671, when 
In the concluding athe iid: he. ae |he urged the religious traming of the 
Vol. viii, p. 30, “a Dudley” was mentioned with | "&STOS, as well as kind treatment, in place 
W illiams, Kliot, and Sewall, as having been in ad- | of * cruelty towards them, as the manner 
Ser chee te aot ce views of slavery. | of some hath been and is; and that after 
slerence was to Pau udley, wh as the | eertai ears i 
author of a tract, published in 1731 entitled vo — oe of servitude they should 
Essay on the Merchandize of Slaves, and Souls of make them free.” Journal, IL.,140. The 
Men. With an Application to the Church of Rome.” | explicit answer of Fox to the charge that 
vin and references to the tract by others, gave (the Quakers - taught the negroes to 
csputealg matin 4 se ae py slavery ‘hers an | rebel,” shows very clearly that anti-slavery 
c y recently enjoyed of examini ac at y} ray § e 
itself showed the salatale It : conan “an doctrines were _ part of the Quaker 
application to the Church of Rome”’—in fact “ an creed at that time. JZdid, pp. 147-9. 
oration against Popery,” of which Massachusetts had | Compare 454. See also Ralph Sandi- 
a much greater horror than of slavery. \ford’s Brief Examination, etc., Preface. 
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But for half a century afterwards “ that 

people were as greedy as any Body in 

eeping Negroes for their Gain,” so as to 
induce the belief that they “approved of 
it as a People with one consent unani- 
mously.” Lay, 84. Ralph Sandiford, in 
1729, in his “ Brief Examination,” etc., 
thus bemoaned the fact, “that it hath 
defaced the present Dispensation.” 

“Had Friends stood clear of this Prac- 
tice, that it might have been answered to 
the Traders in Slaves that there is a People 
called Quakers in Pennsylvania that will 
not own this Practice in Word or Deed, 
then would they have been a burning and 
a shining Light to these poor Heathen, and 
a Precedent to the Nations throughout the 
Universe which might have brought them 
to have seen the Evil of it in themselves, 
and glorifyed the Lord on our Behalf, and 
like the aos of the Hast, to have ad- 
mired the Glory and Beauty of the Church 
of God. But instead thereof, the tender 


seed in the Honest-hearted is under Suffer- 
ing, to see both Elders and Ministers as it 


were cloathed with it, and their offspring 
after them filling up the Measure of their 
Parents’ Iniquity ; which may be suffered 
till such Time that Recompence from Him 
that is just to all his Creatures opens that 
- the god of this World has blinded. 
ough I would not be understood to 
pervert the Order of the Body, which con- 
sists of Servants and Masters, and the Head 
cannot say to the Foot, J have no need of 
thee; but it is the Converting Men’s Liberty 
to our Wills, who have not, like the Gi- 
beonites, offered themselves willingly, or 
by Consent given their Ear to the Door- 
ost, but are made such by Force, in that 
ature that desires to Lord it over their 
Fellow Creatures, is what is to be abhorred 
by all Christians.” pp. 9-10. 

Again, he says in another place: “ But 
in Time this dark Trade creeping in 
amongst us to the very Ministry, because 
of the profit by it, hath spread over others 
like a Leprosy, to the Grief of the Honest- 
hearted.” Preface. 

Public sentiment and opinion against 
slavery were first aroused and stimulated 
in America in the latter part of the seven- 
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teenth century by sympathy for the 
Christian captives, Dutch and English, 
who were enslaved by the Turks and the 
pirates of Northern Africa. The efforts 
to ransom and release these unfortunate 
persons, excited by the terrible sorrow of 
relatives and friends, kinsmen and coun 
trymen, brought home to some minds 
coenee few) the injustice of their own 
ealings with the negroes. The earliest 
writers against slavery urged that argu- 
ment with peculiar force and unction, but 
with little effect. They seem to have 
made no impression on the legislation of 
the colonies, and curious and zealous re- 
search only can recover the memorials of 
their righteous testimonies. 

The earliest positive public challenge to 
slavery in Massachusetts of which we have 
any knowledge, was in the year 1700, 
when a learned, pious, and honored magis- 
trate entered the lists alone, and sounded 
his solitary blast in the ears of his brother 
magistrates and the people, who listened 
in amazement and wonder, not unmingled 
with sorrow and contempt. His per- 
formance is all the more remarkable 
from the fact that it stands out in the 
history of the time separate and distinct 
as “ the voice of one crying in the wilder- 
ness.” 

Samvuet Sewatt, at that time a Judge of 
the Superior Court, and afterwards Chief- 
Justice, published a brief tract in 1700, 
entitled: “ Zhe Selling of Joseph a Me- 
morial.” It filled three pages of a folio 
sheet, ending with the imprint: “ Boston 
of the Massachusetts ; Printed by Bar- 
tholomew Green and John Allen. June 
24th, 1700.” 

The author presented a copy of this 
tract “not only to each member of the 
General Court at the time of its publica- 
tion, but also to numerous clergymen and 
literary gentlemen with whom he was inti- 
mate.” MS. Letter. Compare Brissot, 
I., 224. Although thus extensively circu- 
lated at that day, it has for many years 
been known apparently only by tradition, 
as nearly all the notices of it which we 
have seen are contined to the fact of its 
publication early in the cighteenth cen- 
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tury, the date being nowhere correctly 
stated. 

Beyond this, it appears to have been 
unknown to our historians, and is now 
reproduced probably for the first time in 
the present century. Indeed, we have 
met with no quotation even from it later 
than 1738, when it was reprinted in Penn- 
sylvania, where anti-slavery took an earlier 
and deeper root, and bore earlier fruit than 
in any other part of America, 

Its rarity and peculiar interest will jus- 
tify us in placing the reprint before our 
readersin this connection, It is somewhat 
remarkable that so signal a testimony 
against slavery should have escaped 
the research of those who have in 
their custody “ the historic fame” of Mas- 
sachusetts. It is a most honorable memo- 
rial of its venerated author. 


“THE SELLING OF JOSEPH A MEMORIAL, 
By the Hon'ble Jupaz Szwatt in New England. 


“FORASMUCH as LIBERTY is in 
real value next unto Life; None ought to 
part with it themselves, or deprive others 
of it, but upon most mature consideration. 

“The Numerousness of Slaves at this 
Day in the Province, and the Uneasiness 


of them under their Slavery, hath put 


many upon thinking whether the Founda- 
tion of it be firmly and well laid; so as 
to sustain the Vast Weight that is built 
upon it. It is most certain that all Men, 
as they are the Sons of Adam, are Co- 
heirs, and have equal Right unto Liberty, 
and all other outward Comforts of Life. 
Gop hath given the Earth [with all its 
commodities] unto the Sons of Adam, 
Psal., 115, 16. And hath made of One 
Blood all Nations of Men, for to dwell 
on all the face of the Earth, and hath 
determined the Times before appointed, 
and the bounds of their Habitation: 
That they should seek the Lord. Foras- 
much then as we are the Offspring of 
Gop, &c, Acts 17. 26. 27. 29. Now, 
although the Title given by the last Apam 
doth infinitely better Men’s Estates, re- 
specting Gop and themselves; and grants 
them a most beneficial and inviolable 
Lease under the Broad Seal of Heaven, 
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who were before only Tenants at Will; 
yet through the Indulgence of Gop to our 
First Parents after the Fall, the outward 
Estate of all and every of their Children, 
remains the same as to one another. So 
that Originally, and Naturally, there is no 
such thing as Slavery. Joseph was right- 
fully no more a Slave to his Brethren, than 
they were to him; and they had no more 
Authority to Sel/ him, than they had to 
Slay him. And if they had nothing to do 
to sell him; the Jshmaelites bargaining 
with them, and paying down Twenty 
pieces of Silver, could not make a Title, 
Neither could Potiphar have any better 
Interest in him than the Jshmaelites had: 
Gen. 37, 20, 27, 28. For he that shall in 
this case plead Alteration of Property, 
seems to have forfeited a great part of his 
own claim to Humanity. There is no pro- 
portion between Twenty Pieces of Silver 
and LIBERTY. The Commodity itself 
is the Claimer. If Arabian Gold be im- 
ported in any quantities, most are afraid to 
meddle with it, though they might have it 
at easy rates; lest it should have been 
wrongfully taken from the Owners, it 
should kindle a fire to the Consumption 
of their whole Estate. °Tis pity there 
should be more Caution used in buying a 
Horse, or a little lifeless dust, than there 
is in purchasing Men and Women : Where- 
as they are the Offspring of Gop, and 
their Liberty is, 
Auro pretiosior Omni. 


“ And seeing Gop hath said, He that 
Stealeth a Man, and Selleth him, or if he 
be found in his Hand, he shall surely be 
put to Death. Exod. 21,16. This Law 
being of Everlasting Equity, wherein Man- 
Stealing is ranked amongst the most atro- 
cious of Capital Crimes : What louder Cry 
can there be made of that Celebrated 
Warning. 

Caveat Emptor ! 

“ And all things considered, it would 
conduce more to the Welfare of the Pro- 
vince, to have White Servants for a Term 
of Years, than to have Slaves for Life. 
Few can endure to hear of a Negro’s 
being made free; and indeed they can 
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seldom use their Freedom well; yet their 


continual aspiring after their forbidden | 


Liberty, renders them Unwilling Servants. 


And there is such a disparity in their Con-| 


ditions, Colour, and Hair, that they can 
never embody with us, & grow up in 
orderly Families, to the Peopling of the 
Land; but still remain in our Body Poli- 
tick as a kind of extravasat Blood. As 
many Negro Men as there are among us, 
so many empty Places are there in our 


Train Bands, and the places taken up of 


Men that might make Husbands for our 
Daughters, And the Sons and Daughters 
of be England would become more like 
Jacob and Rachel, if this Slavery were 
thrust quite out of Doors. Moreover it is 
too well known what Temptations Masters 
are under, to connive at the Fornication 
of their Slaves ; lest they should be obliged 
to find them Wives, or pay their Fines. 
It seems to be practically pleaded that 
they might be lawless ; tis thought much 
of, that the Law should have satisfaction 
for their Thefts, and other Immoralities ; 
by which means, Holiness to the Lord is 
more rarely engraven upon this sort of Ser- 
vitude. It is likewise most lamentable to 
think, how in taking Negroes out of A/fri- 
ca, and selling of them here, That which 
Gop has joined together, Men do boldly 
rend asunder; Men from their Country, 
Husbands from their Wives, Parents from 
their Children. How horrible is the Un- 
cleanness, Mortality, if not Murder, that 
the Ships are guilty of that bring great 
Crouds of these miserable Men and Wo- 
men. Methinks when we are bemoaning 
the barbarous Usage of our Friends and 
Kinsfolk in Africa, it might not be unrea- 
sonable to enquire whether we are not 
culpable in forcing the Africans to become 
Slaves amongst ourselves. And it may be 
a question whether all the Benefit received 
by Negro Slaves will balance the Accompt 
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under the Curse of Slavery. Gen. 9. 25. 


26. 27. 


“ Ans. Of all Offices, one would not 
beg this; viz. Uncall’d for, to be an Exe- 
cutioner of the Vindictive Wrath of God ; 
the extent and duration of which is to us 
uncertain, If this ever was a Commission ; 
How do we know but that it is long sinee 
out of Date? Many have found it to their 
Cost, that a Prophetical Denunciation of 
Judgment against a Person or People, 
would not warrant them to inflict that 
evil. If it would, Hazael might justify 
himself in all he did against his master, 
and the Jsraelites from 2 Kings 8.10. 12., 

* But it is possible that by cursory read- 
ing, this Text may have been mistaken. 
For Canaan is the Person Cursed three 
times over, without the mentioning of 
Cham. Good Expositors suppose the 
Curse entailed on him, and that this Pro- 
phesie was accomplished in the Extirpation 
of the Canaanites, and in the Servitude of 
the Gibeonites. Vide Pareum. Where- 
as the Blackmores are not descended of 
Canaan, but of Cush. Psal. 68. 31. 
Princes shall come out of Egypt [Miz- 
raim]. Ethiopia [Cush] shall soon stretch 
out her Hands unto God. Under which 
Names, all Africa may be comprehended ; 
and their Promised Conversion ought to 
be prayed for. Jer. 18. 23. Can the 
Ethiopian change his Skin ? This shows 
that Black Men are the Posterity of Cush. 
Who time out of mind have been distin- 
guished by their Colour. And for want 
a! the true, Ovid assigns a fabulous cause 
of it. 


Sanguine tum credunt in corpora summa vocato, 
LEthiopum populos nigrum traxisse colorem. 
Metamorph. lib, 2, 


“Obj. 2. The Nigers are brought out 
of a Pagan Country, into places where the 


of Cash laid out upon them; and for the! Gospel is preached. 


Redemption of our own enslaved Friends 
out of Africa. Besides all the Persons 
and Estates that have perished there. 


. “Obj. 1. 


“ Ans. Evil must not be done, that good 
may come of it. The extraordinary and 
comprehensive Benefit accruing to the 


These Blackamores are of|Church of God, and to Joseph personally, 


the Posterity of Cham, and therefore are| did not rectify his Brethren’s Sale of him, 
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“Obj. 3. The Africans have Wars one| Blessed Saviour has altered the Measures 
with another: Our Ships bring lawful of the ancient Love Song, and set it to a 
Captives taken in those wars. most Excellent New Tune, which all ought 
m : ; to be ambitious of Learning. Matt. 5. 43. 
Answ. For aught is known, their Wars|44. John 13. 34. These Ethiopians, as 
are much such as were between Jacobd’s| black as they are, seeing they are the Sons 
Sons and their Brother Joseph. If they be|and Daughters of the First Adam, the 
between Town and Town; Provincial or|Brethren and Sisters of the Last Apa, 
National: Every War is upon one side|and the Offspring of Gop ; They ought to 
Unjust. An Unlawful War can’t make! be treated with a Respect agreeable. 
lawful Captives. And by receiving, we| “ Servitus perfecta voluntaria, 
are in danger to promote, and partake | Christianum & Christianum, ex parte servi 
in their Barbarous Gruelties. I am sure, | patientis sepe est licita, quia est necessa- 
if some Gentlemen should go down to) ria; sed ex parte domini agentis, & pro- 
the Brewsters to take the Air, and Fish :| cwrando & exercendo, vi potest esse licita ; 
And a stronger Party from Hull should| guia non convenit regule illi generali: 
surprise them, and sell them for Slaves| Quawcungue volueritis ut faciant vobis 
to a Ship outward bound; they would | homines, ita & vos facite eis, Matt. 7.12. 
think themselves unjustly dealt with; both) “ Perfecta servitus pone, non potest 
by Sellers and Buyers. And yet ’tis to be | jure locum habere, nisi ex delicto gravi 
feared, we have no other Kind of Title to| quod ultimum supplicium aliquo modo 
our Nigers. Therefore all things whatso-|meretur: quia Libertas ex naturali cesti- 


inter 


ever ye would that men should do to you,' matione prowime accedit ad vitam ipsam, 
do you even so to them: for this is the| & eidem a multis preferri solet. 
Law and the Prophets. Matt. 7. 12. | 


“Ames, Cas. Conse. Lib. 5, Cap. 23. Thes. 
2.82 ° 
= Obj. 4. Abraham had Servants bought | 
with his Money and born in his House. | 
'Sewall expose the miserable pretences on 


“ Ans. Until the Circumstances of) which slavery and the slave-trade were then 
Abraham’s purchase be recorded, no Argu- | justified in Massachusetts, as they continued 
ment can be drawn from it. In the mean to be long years after he “slept with his 
time, Charity obliges us to conclude, that fathers.” And he exhibited in his corre- 
He knew it was lawful and good. | spondence his desire that “ the wicked prac- 

" It is Observable that the Jsraelites were | tice of slavery” might cease, as well as his 
strictly forbidden the buying or selling one | strong conviction that there would be “no 
another for Slaves, Levit. 25, 39. 46.| progress in gospelling” until slavery was 
Jer. 34. 8—22. And Gop gaged His Bless-|\done away. When about to sit on the 
ing in lieu of any loss they might conceit | trial of a master for killing his negro, he 
they suffered thereby, Deut. 15.18, And / wrote to a friend ; 


Thus signally and clearly did Judge 


since the partition Wall is broken down, 
inordinate Self-love should likewise be de- 
molished. Gop expects that Christians 
should be of a more Ingenious and benign 
frame of Spirit. Christians should carry it 
to all the World, as the Jsraelites were to 
carry it one towards another. And for 
Men obstinately to persist in holding their 
Neighbours and Brethren under the Rigor 
of perpetual Bondage, seems to be no pro- 
per way of gaining Assurance that God 
has given them Spiritual Freedom, Our 


“The poorest boys and girls in this 
Provinee, suchas are of the lowest condition, 
‘whether they be English, or Indians, or 
Ethiopians, they have the same right to reli- 
gion and life that the richest heirs have ; 
and they who go about to deprive them 
of this right attempt the bombarding of 
heaven ; and the shells they throw will fall 
down on their own heads.” 

But Sewall was far in advance of his day 
and generation in these views, and has 
‘himself left the record that he met more 
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“frowns and hard words” than sympathy 
“for this undertaking.”—Letter to Hig-| 
ginson, April 13, 1706. 

Nor was his publication allowed to pass 
without reply. Joun Sarrin, a judge of 
the same court with Judge Sewall, and a 
slaveholder, printed an answer, of which 
we regret to say we have been able to find | 
_no copy. Could it be found, it would un- 
doubtedly be an interesting document and | 
very important in illustration of the his- 
tory of slavery in Massachusetts. We 
might naturally expect to find in it some 
references to the laws, the principles, and 
the practices of the Puritan Fathers of that 
colony. 

It must not be forgotten that “ the ques- 
tion of tolerating the slave trade and the | 
ome of abolishing slavery rested on 

ifferent grounds, ‘The one related to 
the refusal of a trust, the other to the 
manner of its exercise.”—Bancroft, III. 
410. 

It was obvious that the first step towards 
the destruction of slavery was the restraint 
or prohibition of the importation of slaves. 
We have already noticed the acts of 1705, 
with the additional acts of 1728 and 1738, 
imposing and enforcing the collection of an | 
import duty of four pounds per head upon| 
all negroes brought into the Province. 

There is no indication in the acts them- 
selves, nor have we been able to find any| 
evidence that they were intended other 
than as revenue acts, beyond that which 
we have presented in these notes, 

We have heretofore quoted the instruc- 
tion of the town of Boston in 1701. It is 
not improbable that it was the result of| 
Judge Sewall’s efforts in 1700. Fruitless| 
as it seems to have been, it shows that even 
at that date some were wise enough to see 
that the importation of negroes was not so 
beneficial to the Crown or Country as white 
servants would be, In 1706, an essay or 
“ Computation that the Importation of 


| 
| 





Negroes is not 80 profitable as that of 
White Servants,” was published in Bos-| 
ton, which may properly be reproduced | 
here. It was the first newspaper article | 
against the importation of negroes pub-| 
lished in America, and appeared in the | 
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Boston News-Letter, No. 112, June 12, 
1706. We are inclined to attribute this 
article also to Judge Sewall. 


“ By last Year’s Bill of Mortality for the 
Town of Boston, in Number 100 News- 
Letter, we are furnished with a List of 44 
Negroes dead last year, which being com- 
puted one with another at 30/. per Head, 
amounts to the Sum of One Thousand three 
hundred and Twenty Pounds, of which we 
would make this Remark; That the Im- 
porting of Negroes into this or the Neigh- 
boring Provinces is not so beneficial either 
to the Crown or Country, as White Ser- 
vants would be. 

“For Negroes do not carry Arms to 
defend the Country as Whites do. 

“Negroes are generally Eye-Servants, 
great Thieves, much addicted to Stealing, 
Lying and Purloining. 

“They do not People our Country as 
Whites would do whereby we should be 
strengthened against an Enemy. 

“By Encouraging the Importing of 
White Men Servants; allowing somewhat 
to the Importer, most Husbandmen in the 
Country might be furnished with Servants 
for 8, 9, or 107. a Head, who are not able 
to launch out 40 or 50/. for a Negro the 
now common Price, 

“A Man then might buy a White Man 
Servant we suppose for 107. to serve 4 


| years, and Boys for the same price to Serve 
|6, 8, or 10 years; If a White Servant die, 


the Loss exceeds not 10/. but if a Negro 
dies, ’tis a very great loss to the Husband- 
man; Three years Interest of the price of 
the Negro, will near upon if not altogether 
purchase a White Man Servant. 

“If Necessity call for it, that the Hus- 
bandman must fit out a Man against the 
Enemy ; if he has a Negro he cannot send 
him, but if he has a White Servant, ’twill 
answer the end, and perhaps save his Son 
at home. 

““Were Merchants and Masters En- 
couraged as already said to bring in Men 
Servants, there needed not be such Com- 
plaint against Superiors Impressing our 
Children to the War, there would then be 
Men enough to be had without Impressing. 
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“ The bringing in of such Servants would| “That such Servants being Sold or 
much enrich this Province because Hus-|Transported out of this Province during 
bandmen would not only be able far better | the time of their Service, the Person that 
to manure what Lands are already under|buys them be liable to pay 37. into the 
Improvement, but would also improve a| Treasury.” 

reat deal more that now lyes waste under 
Woods, ard enable this Province to set} A few years after the publication of 
about raising of Naval Stores, which would | Judge Sewall’s tract, Elihu Coleman of 
be greatly advantageous to the Crown of| Nantucket is said to have written and 
England, and this Province. published a tract against slavery. Coffin’s 

“For the raising of Hemp here, so as to} Newbury: p. 338. 
make Sail-cloth and Cordage to furnish but} In 1755, March 10, the town of Salem 
our own Shipping, would hinder the Im-j|authorized a petition to the General Court 
porting it, and save a considerable sum in| against the importation of negroes. Felt’s 
a year to make Returns for which we now| Salem, II. 416. There may have been 
do, and in time might be capacitated to|other occasional efforts of this sort, but 
furnish England not only with Sail-cloth|they must have been comparatively few 
and Cordage, but likewise with Pitch, Tar, | and fruitless. 

Hemp, and other Stores which they are| We have thus noticed the most import- 
now obliged to purchase in Foreign Nations, | ant, if not the only anti-slavery demonstra- 

+ ~— the Government herdshould | tions which appear in the history of Massa- 
allow Forty Shillings per head for five|chusetts down to the period immediately 
years, to such as should Import every of| preceding the revolution. Excepting those 
these years 100 White Men Servants, and; already mentioned, we know of no public 
each to serve 4 years, the cost would be| advocates for the slave in that Colony and 
but 2007. a year, and a 1000/. for the 5|Province until the cry of resistance to 
years. The first 100 Servants, being free! British tyranny began to resound through 
the 4th year they serve the 5th for Wages, | the Colonies. 
and the 6th there is 100 that goes out into| James Otis’s great speech in the famous 
the Woods, and settles a 100 Families to| Cause of the Writs of Assistance in 1761— 
Strengthen and Baracado us from the In-| the first scene of the first act of opposition 
dians, and also a 100 Families more every | to the arbitrary claims of Great Britain— 
year successively, declared the rights of man inherent and 

“ And here you see that in one year the|inalienable. In that speech the poor ne- 
Town of Boston has lost 1320/. by 44 Ne-|groes were not forgotten. None ever as- 
groes, which is also a loss to the Country /serted their rights in stronger terms. 
in general, and for a less loss (if it may im-| ddams’s Works, X. 315. Mr. Bancroft 
properly be so called) for a 1000/. the Coun-| postpones Otis’s “protest against negro 
try may have 500 Men in 5 years time for|slavery” to a later year (1764), when he 
the 44 Negroes dead in one year. translated the “ scathing satire” of Montes- 

* A certain person within these 6 years|quieu in his assertion and proof of the 
had two Negroes dead computed both at|rights of the British Colonies. The differ- 
607. which would have procured him six | ence in time is not material for our present 
white Servants at 10/. per head to have|purpose. Many years were to pass away 
Served 24 years, at 4 years apiece, without | before his views on this subject were ac- 
a a great risque, and the Whites|cepted by the children’s children of those 
would have strengthened the Country, that|to whom his words then sounded like a 
Negroes do not. rhapsody and an extravagance. 

“>*Twould do well that none of those| It was a strong arm, and it struck a 
Servants be liable to be Impressed during |sturdy blow, but the wedge recoiled and 
their Service of Agreement at their first|flew out from the tough black knot of 
Landing. slavery, which was destined to outlast the 
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fiercest fires of the revolution in Massa- 
chusetts, though kindled with live coals 
from the altar of universal liberty. 

John Adams heard the words of Otis, 
and “shuddered at the doctrine he taught,” 
and to the end of his long life continued 
“to shudder at the consequences that may 
be drawn from such premises.” Yet John 
Adams “adored the idea of gradual aboli- 
tions.” Works, X. 315. For his later 
views on emancipation, see Works, VI. 
511., X. 379. 

The views expressed by Otis must have 
sounded strangely in the ears of men who 
“ lived (as John Adams himself says he did) 
for many years in times when the practice 
od slavery] was not disgraceful, when the 

est men in my vicinity thought it not 
inconsistent with their character.’ Works, 
X. 380. 

If there was a prevailing public senti- 
ment against slavery in Massachusetts—as 
has been constantly claimed of late—the 
people of that day, far less demonstra- 
tive than their descendants, had an extra- 
ordinary way of not showing it. Hutchin- 
son, who was certainly the man of his time 
most familiar with the history of his native 
province, says in his first volume, published 
in 1764: “Some judicious persons are of 
opinion that the permission of slavery has 
been a publick mischief,’ p. 444. This 
is certainly the indication of a very mild 
type of opposition—by no means of a per- 
vading public sentiment. 

John Adams was not alone in his asto- 
nishment at the ideas expressed by Otis. 
These ideas were as new as they were 
startling to the people of Massachusetts 
in that day. And to the calm judgment 
of the historian there is nothing strange in 
the fact that the foremost man of his time 
in that province should have shuddered at 
the doctrines which Otis taught. 

More than a century passed away before 
all the ancient badges of servitude could 
be removed from the colored races in Mas- 
sachusetts, if indeed it be even now true 
that none of those disabilities which so 
strongly mark the social status of the 
negro still linger in the legislation of that 
State. E. ¥. E 





EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS 1779. 
REPORT OF BRITISH COMMISSIONERS. 


OverturEs having been made by Gene- 
ral Washington for settling a Cartel for 
the Exchange of Prisoners, Commissioners 
met by appointment at Amboy, April 
12th, and remained there until the 23d, 
when Colonel Hyde of the Foot Guards 
and Captain Andre, Aid-de-Camp to his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, re- 
turned to New York and made the follow- 
ing Report. 


To His Excellency 
Str Henry Curnton, K.B. 
&e., &e., &e. 


Report. 


Report of Colonel Hyde and Captain 
Andre, Commissioners on the part of 
His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, for 
negociating an exchange of prisoners, &c. 

To His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, K.B. 

Sir, 

We beg leave in this report, to refer 
your Excellency to our letters from Am- 
boy: In these we expressed our sur- 
prise to find that General Washington’s 
commissioners objected anew, to the pow- 
ers we produced, as being incompetent to 
a general cartel, which must rest, as they 
termed it, on the broad basis of national 
faith, not on personal confidence; they 
quoted on this occasion, the customs of 
nations at war where commissioners were 
vested with powers from the supreme 
authority of the State, not from the Com- 
manders of armies: We would not con- 
sume time in refuting such inapplicable 
parallels, or in questioning the great 
breadth of basis ascribed to the faith of 
unrecognized power which ratified the 
Convention, but desired to proceed on the 
powers we had, to an immediate exchange 
of prisoners, and to frame regulations for 
others in future, under whatever name 
they chose to enter into such an agree- 
ment, as it was surely an object of import- 
ance enough to deserve our attention, and 
fully within the compass of our commis- 
sion to redeem some * * * * * * 
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and to provide for the more speedy relief| ment on the agreement at the Cedars : 
and more comfortable maintainance of Officers of militia not taken in arms, there- 
such as should hereafter be taken. We fore styled citizens. By these and similar 
thought it rather derogating from the zeal | deductions, they transferred the balance 
professed by the enemy in this affair, to| to their own side. 

hear their commissioners propose in an-| We were not more successful in bring- 
swer, that in case your Excellency was ing their ideas to coincide with ours, when 
not authorized to pledge the faith of the) we proposed to agree on an exchange as 
nation, the exchange might be deferred) far as our abilities should be found to ex- 
till such authority could be obtained from tend, involving in the exchange of all offi- 
Europe. They however admitted, that) cers, that of a certain proportion® of pri- 


they could treat on a present exchange. 


In order therefore, to enter closely on the) 


subject, we proposed a mutual communi- 
cation of the nature of the agreement we 
had in view, and we produced to them an 


vate soldiers. 

Upon the whole they appeared to cir- 
cumscribe their views to the redemption 
of their officers on Long Island, pressing 
‘us to mention the number of private men 


imperfect sketch of a cartel which we had we should insist on receiving if any ex- 
drawn up, according to the spirit of our) change took place, as if whatever equivalent 
instructions, and of which we subjoin a|we might have, their instructions had been 
copy. \to limit the private men they were to sur- 
In return they exhibited to us some arti-| render. 
cles which they had compiled, and had in-| Unable to bring them to compliance 
tended as the chief tenor of a general| with our terms, or induce them to name 
cartel, had they judged our commissions) their own, we at length on Monday the 
to have been sufficient. These pieces were} 19th inst., presented the following defini- 
not interchanged, we can therefore only tive proposals, the form and diction of 
observe as to them, that most of the arti- which, we said, might be altered, if neces- 
cles differed widely from ours, and many jsary, as we had not adverted particularly 
appeared to us ill defined and _ leaving to those points. 
room for arbitrary constructions, which} As each subject of these others had been 
might easily afford ill grounded pretences fully discussed in our several conferences 
for violations. We could not but be very|during the preceding week, we thought, 
cautious in harkening to terms of such a) if the enemy’s instructions admitted of any 
tendency, whew the business under our agreement, much time could not be requit- 
consideration, brought to mind such fla-|ed for deliberation, But as they had 
grant instances of perversions of that na- throughout the negotiation objected to 
ture in the affair of the Cedars, and in aj everything in a minutious spirit of conten- 
treaty of much greater importance, where | tion, we drew no favourable inference from 
a few cartouch boxes were wrested into their delay in answering, and presumed 
a pretext for invalidating a solemn con-|they were only framing a reply which 
vention, should serve as an apology to the unhappy 
The American Commissioners refused) people who, through the obvious policy 
their assent to our first article for the uni-|of avoiding all exchange (except possi- 
versal delivery of prisoners, in which we bly on a very particular and confined prin- 
conceived they would on computation, ciple) are to remain in ¢aptivity. We, 
have remained indebted to us, but from therefore, after waiting three days, wrote 
our account, they struck off all prisoners to them the letter which jwe annex, toge- 
in Georgia, having, they assured us, no ther with their answer. 
authentic intelligence concerning them,| Having thus closed our business, we 
probably upwards of 1000 men ; likewise| quitted Amboy. We have now with our 
between 4 and 500 officers and soldiers) warmest acknowledgments to assure your 
pretended to be forfeited by an infringe-| Excellency of our sense of the honour you 
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conferred upon us, and to entreat you to 
be persuaded, that our zeal to effect the 
benevolent purposes of our commission is 
only equalled by the concern we feel at 
their having been so unhappily frustrated. 
We have the honour to be, &c., 
West. Hypr, 
Joun ANDRE. 


Definite, Proposals to Colonels Davies and 
Harrison, Commissioners on the part 
of General Washington, for an Ex- 
change of Prisoners. 


WE renew our first proposal which we 
still think the most equitable that could 
be adopted: That a general restoration 
of all prisoners of war now in possession 
of both parties take place, including the 
troops of the Convention of Saratoga, the 
balance in favour of either to be accounted 
for by the other with the first prisoners 
taken : In default of similar ranks unequal 
to be interchanged on a Tariff which we 
annexed. 

But as this was objected to on a supposi- 
tion that the prisoners of one party would 
not extend to the redemption of those of the 
other, a more partial mode was suggested. 
Having in our several conferences on that 
subject fully investigated the matter, we 
now offer the following terms as the result 
and a final proposal. 

1. The troops of the Convention shall 
be first exchanged, and in the following 
succession as far as the prisoners in the 
hands of the British in any part of the 
Continent will suffice to exchange. 


Half the Artillery } 
One Regt. British | 


Major General Bight Wing 


Foreigr. 
British 
Foreign 
Lieut. General 
British 
Foreign 
British 


Major General Left Wing 
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Dragoons, Staff-Officers and Corps not 
included above, to be exchanged half with 
each wing, and disposed of as may be 
agreed upon. 

Brigadier Generals with their regiments. 

2. In the above exchange officers shall 
be accounted for according to the ranks 
they held on the 17th Oct. 1777 (the day 
of signing the Convention) and shall be 
exchanged by us for officers of equal rank 
as far as numbers will admit. In cases 
where the ranks and numbers will not ex- 
actly apply, officers shall be exchanged by 
an adequate proportion for other ranks the 
nearest to their own, according to the 
Tariff annexed. 

In the exchange of our General Officers 
we will return those of the highest ranks 
in our possession, reserving a sufficient 
number of Brigadiers and Field-Officers to 
release all those of ours who are prisoners, 
according to the principle of equality. 

On the other hand, the private soldiers 
of the Convention who shall exceed the 
number of privates we may have to return 
for them, shall be exchanged by an ade- 
quate proportion (according to the Tariff) 
of such Staff-Officers, Subaltern-Officers, 
and afterwards officers of next inferior 
rank as may remain in our possession more 
than the number of Subalterns or Staff- 
officers of the Convention troops. 

The account of these balances to be set- 
tled according to the refurns of officers 
and men actually and bona fide restored 
on each side, and such British regimental 
officers as are absent on parole shall be 
accounted for with their regiments, or if 
required, be exchanged amongst the first 
on the footing of their being already re- 
stored. 

8. And should there, after this, remain 
prisoners in the hands of the British in 
any part of the Continent—Georgia par- 
ticularly included—they shall be assigned 
to a further exchange of prisoners, as fur 


| as they will extend, 
| 


4, Officers who being on parole have 
not complied with the summons to return, 
and officers who have violated their pa- 
roles, are to be sent back immediately, or 
accounted for first in the exchange. And 
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Sir Henry Clinton leaves it with General 
Washington in the present case to deter- 
mine as to officers of the American army, 
which shall be accounted for as having 
unwarrantably absented themselves. 

5. And though we are instructed to 
assert the just pretension, and to claim 
in the most explicit manner the due per- 
formance of the Capitulation of the Ce- 
dars, yet that no obstacle may remain to 
impede the immediate object of these pro- 
posals, we consent that the discussion of 
that affair shall remain for some future 
opportunity. 

6. And we further consent, in the same 
view of removing difficulties, that sergeants 
continuing to be exchanged as heretofore 
as privates, subaltern-officers shall only be 
rated as you propose at 6 men, though 
we think the appreciation inadequate. 

7. In case either party from motives of 
generous confidence, and to accelerate re- 
lief, should be induced to dispossess them- 
selves of a portion of prisoners before 
circumstances admit of receiving an equi- 
valent, the plighted honour of the Gene- 
rals, or some adequate security, must 
guarantee the delivery of the said equiva- 
lent, so that no pretence whatever may 
be made use of to delay or evade it. But 
we can neither on the present or in any 
future case admit that officers and soldiers 
of militia not on service shall be exempted 
from being made prisoners of war. 

We are not unwilling to frame regula- 
tions to establish and facilitate future peri- 
odical exchanges upon terms of mutual 
advantage, and which can leave no room 
for altercation or misconstruction. Whe- 
ther such an instrument shall be called a 
General Cartel, we will not dispute, and 
shall be contented with powers on the 
part of the American Commissioners of a 
like manner with our own. 


TARIFF. 
General commanding in chief..............-+-5000 
Lieutenant General, ........cccccccececccces 1200 
Major General. ...cccccccccccccccccccccccce cO0U 
Brigadier General. ....ccccccccccccccccccoses 250 


Majors of Brigade 


Aides-de-Camp t according to rank in the army 
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If the above rates are agreed to, it will 
be easy to settle others for the Staff, &c., 
upon the same principles of equity. 

(Signed) West. Hype. 
Joun ANDRE, 

Commissioners on the part of 

Str Henry Ciinton. 





Amboy, Thursday, April 92,1779. ° 
Gentlemen, 

With a patience inspired by our anxious 
wishes to effect the end of our commis- 
sion, and supported by the duties of per- 
sonal politeness, we have waited three 
days to receive your assent or negative 
to the proposals we offered you on Mon- 
day; as they are determinate and unalter- 
able, so we hope they are clear. In the 
first case, they can only require a decisive 
answer; should they be deficient in per- 
spicuity we shall be happy to explain 
them. 

We present you on our part terms un- 
propped by argument, and resting only 
on the basis of their equity; should you 
not be inclined to acquiesce in them, we 
trust you will not, on your side, detain us 
for the purpose only of entering at large 
into your motives, especially as we have 
Sir Henry Clinton’s orders to bring this 
negociation to a speedy conclusion, and 
to return to New York as soon as we 
are convinced there are no hopes of suc- 
cess, 

We are, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient and 
Most humble servants, 
West. Hypz, 
Joun ANDRE. 
Colonels Davies and Harrison. 
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Amboy, April 22d, 1779. 
Gentlemen, 

are sensible of your personal polite- 
ness through the whole of our negociation, 
and should be extremely unwilling you 
should indulge an idea that in any instance 
we would wish to detain you unneces- 
sarily, 

We affect not delay, but actuated by 
the warmest desires to accomplish the 
humane purposes of our appointment, we 
have paid the closest attention to the pro- 
posals you have offered ; we have found 
them extensive and important in their 
consequences, involving a variety of inter- 
ests, which necessarily required much con- 
sideration. With a truly anxious zeal we 
have endeavoured to accommodate them 
to our mutual advantage and that of the 
prisoners, and are sensibly distressed to 
find ourselves unexpectedly restricted to 
a bare assent or negative to your propo- 
sals. Should they, however, be finally 
determinate and unalterable as you ex- 
press, we have only to lament that they 
are such as we cannot accede to without 
manifest injury to our country, and incur- 
ring the disapprobation even of our unfor- 
tunate prisoners themselves. 

We are, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient and 
Most humble servants, 
Wiiuam Daviess, 
Ros. H. Harrison. 
Col. Hyde and Capt. Andre. 





Copies of the Letters referred to in the 
Report. 
Amboy, April 14th, 1779. 
Sir, 

We landed on Monday at about 12 
o’clock, and yesterday had a first Con- 
ference with the gentlemen deputed to 
meet us. At interchanging our powers, 
we were not a little surprised to find ours 
objected to as to their competence to 
effect a general permanent cartel, these 
being the same grounds on which they 
had before obliged British Commissioners 
to break off a similar conference. They 
wished to have read in our Commission 





from your Excellency—“I do hereby in 
virtue of full powers to me delegated nomi- 
nate and appoint you, &c., &e.” ri 

We also thought it rather inauspicious 
and not easily to be reconciled to the zeal 
expressed by the enemy for an exchange, 
to hear their Commissioners in a first inter- 
view propose, that if your Excellency were 
not authorised to pledge the faith of the 
nation, the release of prisoners might be 
deferred till such authority could be ob- 
tained from Europe. 

Solicitous, however, to find if any desire 
of treaty existed on their part, and cordi- 
ally resolved to attempt everything on 
ours, we entered on the subject; and in 
our conversations of yesterday and this 
morning have been able to observe : 

That although they conceive our powers 
inadequate to a general cartel, they do not 
alledge them to be so as to a present ex- 
change of prisoners, nor can we find where 
they mean to draw the line which is to cir- 
cumscribe our regulations for the future ; 
we are therefore inclined to hope that in 
this we are disputing on words, 

They disclaim all intention to draw us 
into an acknowledgement of their inde- 
pendence, and have fully satisfied us that 
the preamble may be couched in terms not 
repugnant to our general mode of expres- 
sion with respect to them. They appear 
willing to talk of an exchange without 
entering into accounts, 

But they stile General Burgoyne a Com- 
mander-in- Chief, and intimate that he and 
the other General Officers should be first 
exchanged. 

They will not accede to the general deli- 
very of prisoners, pretending, contrary to 
what we know to be the case, that the 
balance is greatly in their favour. 

They profess ignorance of all transac- 
tions in Georgia and refuse to enter into 
any agreement extending to prisoners 


| taken there. 


They cavil upon the rates at which 
unequal ranks might be interchanged 
where their interest in the present case 
appears concerned. 

And they seem to be aiming, in the 
mode of exchange, at an arrangement 





—4 





1864.] HISTORICAL 
which may leave private soldiers in their| 
possession. 

We will not however despair of agree- 
ing upon some measures for granting relief 
to the whole or a large portion of the pri- 
soners now in their hands, and of fixing 
some line by which to be guided on future 
occasions of this nature. 

We take the liberty to observe to your 
Excellency that we cannot recommend the 
concession they require in the matters 
relative to our powers, confident that the 
main point of shortening or alleviating 
the pain of captivity is in no manner con- 
nected with it, and as we think it only 
demanded in the same spirit of encroach- 
ment with which in each successive power 
granted to Commissioners for treating on 
this subject, they have affected to display 
more at large their usurped dignities. 

We must acknowledge that the Gentle- 
men we have met, are personally such as 
we could have wished to confer with. 

We have the honour, &c., 
West. Hypz, 
Joun ANDRE. 
To His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 





Amboy, April 16th, 1776, 
Sir, 

We have to give your Excellency some 
further information as to our proceed- 
ings. 

We find that the American Commission- 
ers still urge the enlargement of our powers | 
as necessary for a General Cartel, but we | 
evidently see that it is for the purpose of) 
appearing to treat on the footing of a 
nation at war; and we cannot perceive 





that a concession on this head would have | 
any other effect than giving them a tri-| 
umph, especially as they introduce very| 
improper matter to be acceded to, which | 
this would not tend to remove. 

We have candidly shown them the 
ground on which we can proceed, and| 
even made a proposal as to the rates at 
which officers of dissimilar ranks, and pri- 
vates, might be exchanged for each other ; 
but we have told them on the other hand, 
that if only a partial exchange was to take 
place, we insisted on, and would not de- 








MAGAZINE. 205 


part from our demand of receiving private 


| men, with officers, in a battalion propor- 


tion; or by exchanging the soldiers of 
each regiment of the convention army at 
the same time with their officers, in order 
impartially to afford relief to all conditions 
of men. 

They appear as though they felt they 
must accede to something of this nature, 
and consequently want to confine it as 
much as possible, and to reduce to the 
lowest, the proportion of privates given 
with officers, rejecting that proposed ; and 
they lay some stress on the different value 
of our trained soldiers, inlisted for life, and 
their own troops, whose term of service is 
daily expiring, or who are a rude militia, 
lending a precarious assistance, thus jus- 
tifying their reluctance to giving ours up ; 
they also, with the utmost perseverance, 
strive to enhance the ranks they chiefly 
possess, and depreciate those where we 
have the advantage in number, without 
reference to precedent, or regard to im- 
partiality. 

The articles which they have shewn us 
in a model for a cartel are many of them 
utterly inadmissible, and for the most part 
are vague and obnoxious to wilful con- 
structions, tending to furnish pretences for 
retaliative infringements. Whatever suc- 
cess may attend our labours, they shall be 
unremitted: We shall continue to com- 
pare our ideas upon matters that can be- 
come the objects of this negociation, and 
shall see, if (when all is rejected on both 
sides that cannot be agreed upon,) there 
will be a residue worthy of making the 
substance of a treaty. We shall at least 
acquire materials for evincing your Excel- 
lency’s generous intentions, and the satis- 
faction of having followed up the enemy’s 
difficulties, till we found them originating 
in severe and unjustifiable policy. 

We shall be happy to know that your 
Excellency approves our conduct, and to 
receive your further commands and ad- 


vice, 
We have, &c. 
West Hyps, 
Joun ANDRE. 


To His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 





New York, April 17, 1779. 
Gentlemen, 


I have received your letters of the 14th 
and 16th of this month, from the hope 
that the Enemy’s Commissioners would 
soon be convinced of the generous inten- 
tions with which you ‘mean to prosecute 
the business, and would in consequence 
meet you with as fair an inclination. I do 
not think it necessary to answer your ac- 
count of their first cavils ; I am concerned 
to find by your second letter, that on their 


Part there still subsists an Hesitation and| 


Chicane, so little merited by the Tenor of 
your Propositions. 

I have only to say, that I approve en- 
tirely, both the Liberality and Circumspec- 
tion of your Conduct in those Points of 
your Negociation you have hitherto laid 
before me; should the conference prove 
fruitless, the Uprightness of your Proceed- 
ings will at least mark undeniably the 
generosity of our views. 

I have the Honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Yonr most obedient Humble Servant, 
H. Cirnton. 
To 


Col. West Hyde, and Capt. John Andre. 





Amboy, the 17th April, 1779. 
Sir, 

We had the honour to inform your Ex-| 
cellency, that whatever might be our 
hopes of our success, we wou’d, if possi-| 
ble, make ourselves acquainted with the| 
real views of the enemy, as to an ex- 
change: We are sorry to have to report, 
that the more we become acquainted with 
them, the more dissonant we find them 
from liberality, and the less hopes we con- 
ceive of being able to come to any kind 
of arrangement. They appear to us to be 
totally governed by the policy of not giv- 
ing up private men; and the whole of 
their meeting us, seems to have been to 
amuse the clamorous prisoners in our hands. 
There are, perhaps, some extravagant 
terms on which they wou’d accede to a 
partial exchange, excluding from it 450 
officers and privates due from the agree- 
ment at the Cedars. The prisoners of 
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account, amounting perhaps to upwards of 
a thousand, striking off militia-officers and 
soldiers, whose capture whilst out of ser- 
vice, they think inadmissible, reducing the 
rank of others, and rating officers for nd 
vates, at a proportion of their own; but 
‘even these terms we cannot bring them to 
propose, and only find that they would not 
give us anything approaching to a batta- 
lion proportion of men with officers. ! 

In consequence of their refusing their 
assent to a general delivery of prisoners, 
and declaring they cou’d not frame a Ge- 
neral Cartel on the powers we had, we 
proposed to them to exchange two regi- 
‘ments of the Convention at a time (one 
|British and one foreign) a Major-General 


! 
| with a wing; General Burgoyne after the 
first half, &c., as far as the number of 
|Prisoners, both officers and men here, or 
elsewhere, in our power, should extend. 

In the whole course of our conferences, 
|they have found obstacles to whatever we 
have thrown out; nor have we been able 
to discover that any opening to compound, 
or even any concession, tended to soften 
or bring them nearer to an agreement 
We have therefore resolved to make a de- 





| finitive offer, as soon as we shall hear from 


your Excellency what your determina- 
tion is on the prisoners of the Cedars, &c., 
have you further instructions, where you 
may see them necessary. On a refusal to 
accede to that offer, we shall with the 
utmost disappointment and mortification 
close this fruitless negociation. 
We have, &c., 
West Hypr, 
Joun ANDRE. 


To His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 


New York, April 18th, 1779. 
Gentlemen, 

I have received your letter of yesterday, 
and am sorry to find, that the fixed deter- 
mination of the enemy’s Commissioners to 
evade every preliminary which might tend 
to real negociation, becomes hourly more 
palpable. 

I agree in sentiment with you, that this 





Georgia, of whom they have no authentic 


conference was solicited by Congress, mere- 
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ly to still clamours of their officers; their 


real indifference for whose fate, appears 
clearly through every step of their pro- 
ceedings. 

With this conviction, possibly the most 
becoming step would be to break off in- 
stantly, and spurn the idea of further nego- 
ciation with a people who invariably meet 
you with such ungenerous resolutions: But 
a just tenderness for the sensations of our 
officers and soldiers in their hands, and 
even a desire to prove to those of the 
enemy, prisoners with us, how averse we 


are to take any unworthy advantage of 


the severity of their situation, oblige me 
to attend to two or three articles on 
which the enemy ground their principal 
subterfuges. 

I am not sufficiently informed as to the 
transaction at the Cedars; but having 
always heard that affair stigmatized as a 
glaring breach of faith on the part of the 
Americans, I cannot give my sanction to 
the infraction of that capitulation,* by 
yielding the claim in this public negocia- 
tion: Yet, that from thence no bar may 
arise to your present business, I will con- 
sent that the charge shall sleep °till Sir 
Guy Carleton, or those more particularly 
interested shall have made their represen- 
tations. 

The principle of not accounting for offi- 
cers bearing commissions in the militia, 
and not taken actually in the field, is utter. 
ly inadmissible, the proposition is as illibe- 
ral towards us, as it is cruel to the unfor- 
tunate objects concerned ; It is a point 
which could not have been disputed, but 
for their present purpose. 

With regard to the prisoners whom we 
have taken in Georgia, as I have sent with 
you a formal return, signed by Major 
General Prevost, of all taken before their 
defeat at Briar Creek, I cannot accede to 
the enemy’s proposal of paying no regard 
to those prisoners, should exchange either 
general or partial be agreed upon. When 
they say they have no authentic documents 
on that head, I must consider it merely an 


evasion: It is not to be conceived that| 


they have not yet procured exact returns 
of a matter, in which so many anxious 
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families amongst them must be distress- 
ingly interested. I will suspend, if neces- 
sary, the consideration of the prisoners 
taken at Briar Creek, ’till a more formal 
report shall have been made of their rank 
and number. 

As to the arbitrary and incongruous 
proportion of men for officers, on which 
they hint a possibility of their acceding to 
a Tariff, which would, toward us, be very 
inequitable, it is not to be supposed that 
they even expected your concurrence to 
such vague and partial propositions. 

I have now, gentlemen, given you my 
final determination on those points of their 
changeable and indefinite pretensions, to 
which they seem most to adhere. Should 
that spirit of evasion still subsist on their 
part it will neither be becoming, nor will 
my wishes for your satisfaction permit, 
that you should remain with them an hour 
longer; and I do therefore in that case, 
direct your immediate return. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your’ most obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
H. Crrnton. 


To 
Col. West Hyde, and Capt. John Andre. 


K. 


Hotes and Queries, 





NOTES. 


“ Jostan Quincy, JR., of 1775.—(Vol. 
VII. p. 192).—In consequence of the notice 
of the death of Josiah Quincy, Jr., of 1775, 
in “ Tue Historica MaGazine for June, 
1863,” it is requisite to state that the ac- 
count of his death, given in the memoir 
published by his son in 1825, was received 
from his widow, and confirmed by his sister, 
Mrs. Storer, who died in 1826, at the age 
of ninety years. Previous to the publica- 
tion of the memoir, a letter was addressed 
to Mr. John Rogers, who held the office 
of Town Clerk of Gloucester, Cape Ann, 
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for upwards of forty-five years, and also | 
that of Notary Public. In the reply of| 
Mr. Rogers to Mr. Quincy, dated “ Glou- 
cester, April 2, 1825,” he regrets that “ after 
examining the Records of that Town and of 
the Board of Selectmen for that period, 
and after conversing with two aged men 
who attended the funeral of Josiah Quincy, 
Jr., in April, 1775, he has no farther infor- 
mation to impart, except the assurance that 
the last services were very fully attended, 
and every testimony of respect and of sor- 
row for the loss the country had sustained 
rendered by the inhabitants of Gloucester.” 

This communication has been delayed 
until the letter of Mr. Rogers, written 
thirty-nine years ago, could be found and 
consulted. 

The conflicting accounts of the death of 
Mr. Quincy are to be attributed to the 
agitation and alarm prevalent in the coun- 
try around Boston in April, 1775, when all 
direct intercourse was interrupted, 


Exiza §. Quincy. 
No. 5 Park 8r., Boston, May 11, 1864. * 





Carr. Tuomas Macuen.—Vol. VIII. p. 
149.—It is due to the memory of Capt. 
Thomas Machen to say that the note, page 
149 of the April number of your magazine, 
is not correct in the statement that his 
coinage was illegal. In 1787, Capt. Ma- 
chen formed a partnership with Samuel 
Atlee and others, of New York, for the 
purpose of coining money under charter 
to be obtained from the Legislature of 
New York. They either failed to obtain 
such charter or made better arrangements, 
for in 1788 they united with Reuben 
Harrison, and others of Bennington, Vt., 
who had a charter from that state, and| 
also authority to coin for the state of) 
Connecticut, and it was under this authori-| 
ty that Capt. Machen’s mill at Vew Grange! 
was conducted. As soon as the coinage 
of money was taken from the states by the 
adoption of the federal constitution, Capt. | 
Machen’s mill was stopped. The business | 
was certainly discontinued in 1790. Capt. 
Machen never transacted any illegal busi- 
ness, and the authorities never had occa- 





ot New York, and Gen. Thos. Machen, 
now residing in Albany, can satisfy your 
correspondent upon these points. 





Inpians in Orance County.—(Vol. 
viii, p. 152.) The article on “Indians in 
Orange County” (p. 152) would be of 
much value if authorities were given. I 
have been led to believe that there never 
was a “ Wawayanda Tribe,” and I beg to 
say that “ Minsies” was never corrupted 
into “ Minisink.” The fact in the latter 


‘case is, that the terminal ink is pure Dela- 


ware or Algonquin, and signifies locality 
—literally the country of the Minsies. 
The term Wawayanda was applied as 
describing land, not tribe, or my reading 
of the original deed is sadly at fault (see 
land papers at Albany). Will “J. M. E.” 
favor me with his authorities ? x. 





An Acrostic from the Massachusetts 
Magazine for September, 1789 :— 


‘Great in the martial field, in council wise ; 
Each virtue guides thee in thy pleasing way, 
On wings triumphant, how thy glories rise! 
Refulgent as th’unclouded God of Day! 

George on his sea-girt throne beholds his sun, 
Eclips’d forever by a Washington | 

When War's tumultuous bloody front alarmed ; 
And civil discord every torch had tired; 
Serenely brave, the tyrants thou disarmed, 
Hence, at thy frown, Britannia’s host retired, 
In peace; reverting to thy Vernon's stream; 
No views ambitious pointed thee to thrones ; 
Genius of Freedom, thou art hailed supreme, 
The chosen guardian of Columbia’s sons. 

On brass and marble shall thy deeds remain; 

No time’s corroding breath can blight thy fame.” 


H. P., JR. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Cot. Pickertne.—(Vol, VIII. p. 66.)— 
The tradition that this distinguished patriot 
died at the Hasbrouck house, Newburgh, 
N.Y., at the close of the Revolution, al- 
luded to in the interesting sketches of Mr. 
Eager, is not correct. He died at his na- 
tive town, Salem, Mass., Jan, 29, 1829, in 
his 84th year, after a life of great useful- 
ness and honor. R. 





LINEAGE OF THE “ SigNeERs.”’—On look- 


sion to interfere with him. Mr. Bushnell,| ing over the immortal roll of the Signers 











= pasers 











of the Declaration of Independence, curio-| 
sity has led me to examine from what stock | 
they sprang. I find that 4 of them were 
natives of Ireland, viz. Thornton, Rut- 
ledge, Smith, and ‘Tay lor ; 2 of Scotland, | 
Wilson and Witherspoon ; 1 of Wales, 


Lewis; and 1 of England, Robert Morris. | 


There are also 3 of direct Welsh origin, | 
Williams, Floyd (originally Lloyd) and L. 
Morris; 8 of Irish, Carroll, Read, and) 
McKean ; 2 of Scotch, Hooper and Living- 
ston; 1 of Swedish, Morton; 1 of Norman, 
Bartlett, and 1 of Austrian, Lynch, The 
others are of old English stock generally ; 
though there is Welsh blood in the ances- 


try of John Adams, Jefferson, Hewes (pro-| 
bably), Clymer, Gwinnett (originally Gwin-| 


nedd), and perhaps Robert Morris, as I am 
informed by a gentleman better informed 
on genealogical matiers than myself. Mor- 
ris was born in Lancashire, near Wales, 
and from the name there cannot be much 
doubt of his Welsh origin. Clymer and 
his wife, the daughter of Reese “Meredith | 
(originally Meredidd), were both of Welsh 
origin. The Signers from New England 
were generally direct descendants from the 


Puritans. i Bi Re 
Wasuineton, D.C5 


Rutep Paper.—Why will paper-makers 
and stationers persist in leaving the last 
page of letter or note-paper blauk, in rul- 
ing it? I believe this question is daily 
asked by thousands. Now that the use of’ 
envelopes is all but universal, there is no 
sense or reason in leaving the last page un-| 


ruled, to the annoyance of every letter-| 


writer, Let some stationer try the expe-| 
riment of ruling and advertising a lot, half) 
with the blank page and half without, and 
see which sells first. 


completely, | would pay twenty-tive cents| 

per ream more for paper thus ruled, being 

somewhat of an extensive 
_Lerrer-WRITER. 





AvtToGcraPH Lerrer or ANDREW JACK- 
son.—Among the donations of a sanitary 
fair was an Official letter by General An- 
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Although it is really | 
less trouble to rule over the whole sheet| 
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drew Jackson, written during the troublous 
|times of 1814. 


To Cox. Partie Piexm. 


Fort Jacxson Crerk Nation 
Heapqvakters 77H Dist. : 
Mobile Sept 12th 1814. 


Sir: It is with extreme regret, that I 
learn from your letter the mutinous dispo 
sition that has made its appearance in 
your Regt. This is a bud of that spirit 
that was excited long ago by the officers 
of the volunteers and militia last fall, and 
the indulgence of the Governor and thro 
his influence that was extended to them by 
the General Government. 

I told him it would have a baneful influ- 
ence on the service—but must be checked 
or our independence and liberty is gone 
furever. Unless checked a war cannot be 
carried on, a defence against that foreign 
coalition that we have every right to be- 
lieve does exist, cannot be made. 

I have ordered a general court martial 
to be held at Fort Jackson. A proper 
| example will put an end to all further at- 
| tempts at meeting—and if the troops or 
any part should attempt to desert, the 
troops now organizing at Fayetteville will 
|be competent to apprehend them. 

On such an event, send an express direct 
to have them apprehended and contined. 

A few being shot, will learn the ballance 
that the have a country, and the have 
rights to defend; and it the expect the 
|protection of the law, the must perform 
|the duty of good citizens, 

We have various accounts of the British. 
They are in Pensacola, and would the 
Government say the word we would soon 
|have a frolic. 

With sentiments of esteem and respect, 
I am your most ob’t serv’t, 
ANDREW JACKSON, 
Maj. General Commanding. 


Latixn Ove on Wasarneton.—(Vol. 
| VILL. p. 154.)—The following translation «f 
\this ode, more literal than poetical, will 
allow the English reader to see its measure 
and the classic spirit in the heroic times 
lof 1775: 
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On Geo. Washington appointed to the office of General- 
tn-Chief by Congress and the American people. 


Boston demands thee, (where a wicked leader 

Shuts up the hapless people, and forbids them 

Leaving the city); and she is exciting 
Courage of old time. 


Brave man! may prosper what thou art preparing. 

They slay the people, and the maid assaulted 

Perishes wretchedly! and the shrill outery 
Sounds on our hearing. 


May God afford thee what we are entreating, 

Safely return thee to a grieving nation : 

Quick may’st thou smite the armies of the foemen 
Raging with slaughter. 


Praises await thee, and the kindest favor 

Gives thee a welcome from the face of all men, 

Where once the cruel Indian spread his havoc 
Sprinkled with bloodshed, 

Brunswick, Mr. 


QUERIES. 


Grumartin.—What is the force of the 
first syllable, Giz, in this and similar com- 
binations ; Gruman, Gipatrick (Kilpatrick), 
and perhaps others ? B. 


Gil in Irish and Scotch names is from 
the word Giolla, meaning servant, and is 
found before the name of God, Jesus, 
Christ, Mary, forming Gildea (Culdee), 
Gillis, Gilchrist, Gilmore (Gilmary) ; before 
the name of St. Martin alone of foreign 
saints; but before a great number of Irish 
saints—Gilpatrick, Gilbride, Gilsenan, Kil 
is often a corruption of Gil, but as a local 
name means church. 





Trrat or Tortoises In Canapa.—In a 
note on trials of animals for crimes and 
misdemeanors in the London Notes and 
Queries it is stated that tortoises were tried 





in Canada towards the end of the 16th 
century. He seemed to draw his state- 
ment from Berriat St. Prix (Mem. de la 
Société des Antiquaires). What can be| 
the meaning of this? As there was no 
French settlement in Canada at the close} 
of the 16th century, we are left in the! 
dark ? 


i 


REPLIES. 


Tare Arms or Herpenpincx.—(Vol. 
VIIL. p. 154).—If “ H.” (instead of putting 
an idle query in the April number of the 
Historica, Macazine) had taken the trou- 
ble to look into the North Dutch Church in 
William street some Sunday morning he 
would have seen the hatchment containing 
John Harpendinck’s or (Herbendinck’s) 
arms hanging over the pulpit, where it has 
been for the last ninety years, since it was 
first removed from the old Garden Street 
Church. E. B. 





DESCENDANTS OF JOHN Fenwick.—(Vol. 
VIII. p. 154.)—There appears to have beena 
close connexion between the families of 
“ Lorraine,” of Northumberland, and “ Fen- 
wiche ;” thus Sir Thomas Lorraine had a 
son William, a daughter Catharine, and a 
son “Fenwich”’; his son William had 
a daughter Jane, who married “John 
Fenwiche,” thought to be the Major John 
Fenwich who was of Cromwell’s army, 
and was on duty at the execution of King 
Charles the First; and possibly, though I 
should think not probably, the West Jersey 
proprietor in connexion with Penn, who 
was I believe a royalist and courtier. Ca- 
tharine above named as daughter of Sir 
Thomas Lorraine, married (a runaway 
match I believe) David Lyell, an artizan 
of London, and they came to this country 
and settled at Amboy; they had a son 
“ Fenwiche Lyell” (died in 1742), he left a 
son Fenwich Lyell ; the name of both 
Fenwich and Lyell, however, I think is 
now extinct in that line ; there are descen- 
dants from him of the name of Micheau 
in New Jersey; thisisallI know. I should 
like to club my slender stock with your 
querist’s for common benefit. 


ASHER TAYLOR. 
No. 87 Wau Street. 





Tae Doxr or Yorx’s Laws.—(Vol. 
VIII. p. 116.)—In the last March number 
of the Histortcat MaGazine it is asked, 
“When and where did the idea originate 
that Clarendon drew up these laws? Was 
not ‘scissors’ more properly the author ?” 
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in its general arrangement. The laws of 


P. Daly, in his introduction to E. D. Smith’s |New Haven had been printed as early as 


Common Pleas Reports, published in 1855, 
states that after the Duke of York learned 
the success of Nicolls’s expedition, he ap- 
plied to Lord Chancellor Clarendon, “ to 
draw up a body of laws for the government 
of his new territory. Clarendon accord- 
ingly prepared a code, and this cede or 
digest was transmitted to Nicolls, who 
immediately called a convention formally 
to ratify and adopt it.” In a foot-note, 
Judge Daly reiterates “the fact that Cla- 
rendon was the author of this code,” add- 
ing that “many circumstances might be 
adduced, the result of a very full investi- 
gation of the subject, to show that he was 
author.” This appears to have been the 
first publication of the theory. 

In a letter to Secretary Hedges, dated 
July 15, 1705, Lord Cornbury states that 


1656 (New Haven Ree. IT. 146, 154, 186, 
559), while those of Connecticut were left 
in manuscript until 1673 (Trumbull I. 
332; Thomas I. 260; Col. Rec., Conn., 
IT. 190, 201, 214, 567, 568). Nicolls 
seems to have had copies of the printed 
New Haven and Massachusetts codes, and 
appears to have asked Governor Winthrop 
to furnish him with a copy of that Connec- 
ticut not yet printed. But he was disap- 
pointed in the latter case; for on the 23d 
of February, 1665, five days before the 
Hempstead Assembly, he thus wrote to 
Winthrop—“* I am very sorry that the copy 
of your Lawes will not come early enoug 

to my hands, out of which I might have 
made a choice before the generall meeting 
which will be next Tuesday at Hempstead ; 
having made it my whole business to pre- 


when the Duke sent Nicolls to take posses-| pare a body of Lawes against that time: 


sion of New York, “he gave him certain 
laws by which the Province was to be 
governed, which to this day are called the 
Duke’s laws.”— Colonial Documents, IV. 
1154, There is also a marginal note in 
Leaming and Spicer’s Grants and Con- 
cessions, page 174, that the Duke’s laws 
were “supposed to be sent over with 
Governor Nicolls.” Both these statements 
are without authority. 

On the other hand, Chalmers, in his 
Political Annals, p. 577, says that the 
“Court of Assizes” (which Nicolls “ co- 
pied” or continued from that established by 
the Dutch, and in which he had the chief 
voice), prepared the code before the meeting 
of the Assembly at Hempstead on the 28th 
of February, 1665, at which it was pro- 
mulgated. On page 578, Chalmers adds, 
“there is the most decisive evidence that 
the code was compiled at the Assizes be- 
fore mentioned.” The code was evidently 
the work of Nicolls himself, assisted by 


—but however, I shall be glad to receive 
your lawes, knowing that nothing of so 
public a nature as Lawes can be perfect at 
first, especially from my collection, whose 
genius and capacity (if any) hath not been 
applyd to matters of that nature.”— Zrum- 
bull Papers, XX. 74. MSS. Mass. Hist. 
Soc. Nicolls sent his code to the Duke of 
York for confirmation after November, 
1665: Col. Doc. ITT. 104, 226; Chalmers, 
577, 580, 599. I trust this will settle the 
uestion of the authorship of “The Duke’s 
aws.” J. R. B. 





Societies und their Proceedings. 





ILLINOIS. 
Cartcaco Histortcan Socrety.—April 19, 1864. 


his Provincial Secretary, Mathias Nicolls, |—The stated monthly meeting was duly held, 


who was a lawyer, and perhaps by other 
members of the Court of Assizes. Many 
of its provisions are borrowed from those 


‘in practice in His Majesty’s other colo-| mains of the late John Russell, LL.D., of 
nies in New England.”—See Thompson’s dale, Illinois, the obliging sift of the 


Long Island, IT. 324. 


W. L. Newberry, Esq., presiding. 

The library collections for the month, makin 
an aggregate (of all classes) of 1,422, include 
an extensive contribution from the literary re- 


1 
family, A 


It resembles them | bound volume of autographs of officers of the 
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** Confederate” army, prisoners on Johnson's 
Island, was presented by Lieutenant J. R. John- 
son, U.S.A. A valuable collection of MS. sta- 
tistics from the several counties of Iowa was do- 
nated by Mr. N. H. Parker. 

The monthly correspondence (twenty-six let- 
ters received, and sixty-seven written) was then 
communicated, A letter was read from Mr. 
Spencer G. Russell, giving interesting particulars 
of the life and literary remains of his father, the 
late John Russell. 

A paper was then read, presented to the So- 
ciety by Mr. L. Proudfoot, of Chicago, furnish- 
ing the substance of information given by Guo- 
den S. Hubbard, Esq., relative to the Indian 
Treaties of 1832, by which the Pottowattomie 
Indians ceded to the United States their lands, 
then embraced jn the territories of Illinois, In- 
diana, and Michigan, Mr. Hubbard having been 
“Indian Interpreter” during the treaty negotia- 
tions. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


American Antiquarian Socrery.—The semi- 
annual meeting of the American Antiquarian 
Society was held at the Hall of the American 
Academy, in the Athenzum Building in Boston, 
April 27th. The President, Hon. Stephen Salis- 
bury, in the chair. The semi-annual report of 
the council was read by Hon. Ira M. Barton. 
It reviewod the condition of the funds, library, 
and cabinet, and contained a defence of the 
Puritans of New England against the charge of 
cruelty in the removal of the French neutrals 
from Acadie. 

The report of the treasurer, Nathaniel Paine, 
Esq., showed the present state of the funds of 
the society as follows: Librarian’s and general 
Fund, $21,763.82; Collection and Research Fund, 
$8,910.06 ; Bookbinding Fund, $6,691.04 ; Pub- 
lishing Fund, $6,092.64; aggregate, $44,267.56. 

The librarian, Samuel F. Haven, Esq., in- 
troduced his report by a reference at some 
length to the position occupied before the world 
by an American antiquarian society in con- 
nexion with the fact of the superior anti- 
quity of this continent, while the supposed 
primitive inhabitants of Europe, in respect to 
arts, habits, and even physical conformation, had 
apparently their exact counterpart in the recent 
aborigines of America, and while the extinct 
mammals and fishes ascribed to remote geological 
periods are here still represented, or have been 
coéxistent with man of no very distant date. 
302 bound volumes and 1,002 pamphlets had 
been added to the library, including a large col- 
lection of matter relating to the war, 


A resolution of respect to the memory of 
Shakspeare, and paying a tribute to his wonder- 
ful intellectual endowments, offered by the pre- 
|sident, was adopted. 

The following gentlemen, recommended by 
the council, were nominatec and elected mem- 
bers of the society: Ashbel Woodward, M_D., 
of Connecticut; Hon. Wm. Willis, of Maine ; 
|President Murtin B. Anderson, of Rochester 
University, New York; Alexander 8. Taylor, 
Esq., of San Francisco, Cal. 

Mr. Folsom presented to the notice of the 
Society an interesting Latin inscription on a 
p'ate of copper recently discovered at Castine, 
Me. This plate was evidently once attached to 
the foundation of a Roman Catholic clapel, 
| built in 1648, and dedicated to the Virgin under 
ithe title of “Nostra Domine Sanctz Sp:i’— 
“Our Lidy of the Holy Hope”’—the inscription 
|being written Ly a Capucin missionary, Leo of 
Paris. 

It was voted that the reports and proceedings 
of the meeting should be printed in the usual 
| manner, 

After a vote of thanks was passed to the 
American Academy for the use of its rooms, the 
| meeting adjourned. 


| 
} 


New Enoianp Historic Genraroaicat So- 
crety._—Boston, April 6 —A quarterly meeting 
was held this afternoon, at three o'clock, Vice- 
| President Moore in the chair. 

Mr. Sheppard, the Librarian, reported eleven 
|volumes of books and two of newspapers, se- 
venty-three pamphlets and two manuscripts, re- 
|ceived as donations since last meeting. 

Frederick Kidder reported that the Board ot 
| Directors had decided in favor of celebrating the 
|tercentenary birthday of Shakspeare, and had 
invited Rev. James Freeman Clarke, D.D., to 
deliver an address on the occasion. 

Colonel Almon D. Hodges announced the 
death of his friend, John Barstow, one of the 
Vice-Presidents of the Society, and offered the 
following resolutions, which he prefaced with a 
|few remarks upon his character : 

Resolved,—That in the death of John Barstow, 
Esq., of Providence, R I., our Society has ex- 
perienced the loss of one of its most liberal bene- 
factors—an upright, honorable, and honest man, 
a true and faithful Christian, an enterprising and 
universally respected citizen, and one who has 
filled all offices of responsibility and trust with 
honor to himself, and for the good of all with 
whom he has been connected. ' 
| Resolved,—That a memoir of the deceased be 
prepared for publication in the New England 
| Historical and Genealogical Register. 
Resolved,—That we deeply sympathize with 
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the afflicted family of the deceased, and that the 
Recording Secretary be instructed to communi- 
cate to them these resolutions. 

Rev. A. P. Putnam, of Roxbury, read an able 
and interesting paper on Our Country, as seen 
from a Distance. 

Rev. F. W. Holland, from the committee to 
whom the communications of Rev. G. G. Hep- 
good, of Delta, N. Y., were referred, made a re- 
port adverse to the views on the Eastern ian- 
guages advocated in those communications. 

Boston, May 4.—A stated meeting was held 
this afternoon. Rev. Mr. Bradley, the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, reported a letter from Fre- 
derick W. Sawyer, of Boston, accepting resident 
membership, to which he had been elected. 

Thanks were voted to Rev. J. F. Clarke, D.D., 
John H. Sheppard, and Rev. F. W. Holland, for 
the able manner in which they acquitted them- 
selves on the occasion of the tercentenary cele- 
bration of Shakspeare’s birth, April 23, and 
copies of the addresses and ode were requested 

_Rev. F. W. Holland, of Cambridge, was una- 
nimously elected a director in place of the late 
John Barstow. 

Rev. William P. Tilden, of Boston, read a care- 
fully 
Hon. Horace Mann, whose labors in the cause 
of education have laid New England, and espe- 


cially Massachusetts, under a lasting debt of 


gratitude. 


Boston, April 23.—Smaxspeare CELEBRATION. 


—The 300th anniversary of the birthday of 


Shakspeare was celebrated in this city by the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society, in 
the Hall of the House of Representatives, com- 
mencing at 3 o’clock Saturday afternoon. 

Dr. Winslow Lewis, the President, called upon 
Governor Andrew to preside, and the Governor, 
on taking the chair, said he did so merely for 
the purpose of introducing those who were to 
make the addresses on the occasion. 

Rev. James Freeman Clarke delivered the prin- 
cipal address, and in speaking of the little that 
was known of the early life of Shakspeare, said 


the class of critics who denied the existence of 


Homer, Moses, and Christ, might find equally 
strong grounds for doubting whether such a man 
as Shakspeare lived. With all the labor that 
had been expended by the numerous critics that 
had been on his track, there had been but a few 
incidents of his life learned. These were that 


he married, had three children, was an actor in| 


London and a writer of plays; became tolerably 
wealthy, returned to Stratford, and died at the 
age of fifty-two. 

Shakspeare was better known by his works, 
but neither in the century in which he lived nor 


- and discriminating memoir of 





the following one was he appreciated. It re- 
mained for a German, Schlegel, to rediscover 
him, and since his day, the standard of learning 
and taste was to be measured in proportion to 
the appreciation in which Shakspeare was held, | 
until it had come to this result, in the estimation | 
of men of learning, to place him at the summit ‘ 
of human intellect. The conclusion from this 
followed that imagination was the highest of 
human faculties. 

The speaker referred to some of the character- 
istics of the plays of Shakspeare, the greatest of 
all which was his wisdom in the knowledge of 
the laws which govern the world—his know- 
ledge of human nature, of man as an individual, 
and mankind in action. The address was closed 
with quotations which were said to be appli- 
cable to the affairs of our own country at this 
time, and to Great Britain in expressing sym- 
pathy for a rebellion which was likened to that 
of Jack Cade. 

John H. Sheppard, the librarian of the Soci- 
ety, made some quotations of the opinions of 
Fisher Ames, Rev. Dr. Chalmers, and others, of 
|the genius of Shakspeare, and gave some remi- 
niscences of his early remembrance of the Fede- 
ral Street Theatre in the days of Cooper. He 
then recited with spirit the following original 
poem upon Shakspeare : 


In Stratford upon Avon 
Where the silent waters flow, 
The immortal Drama woke from sleep, 
Three hundred years ago; 
When, as the long, dark ages roll’d away, 
A light from Heaven shone on SHAKSPEARE’S 
face, 
Land of the illustrious Dead! With thee this 
day, 
We love to linger near that hallowed place, 
For thou wert there the Fatherland of our New Eng- 
land race, 


Beyond the Rocky Mountains, 
From the Golden Gate of fame, 
To Schoodia’s distant misty shores, 
Is heard his honored name. 
Live where we may, such life-like scenes he drew, 
Arrayed in robes of beauty, all his own, 
Nature herself proclaims each picture true 
To Albion's echoing hills ;—nor there alone, 
Even Niagara speaks in Prospero’s thunder-tone. 


Ah! what a haleyon memory 

Our school-boy days bring on, 
When young Othello told us how 

He Desdemona won. 
Where are the voices that once fill'd the air? 
Let no stern manhood deem the allusion wrong, 
When the boy dream’d the enchanted isle was 

there 
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Near Academie grove, unknown to song 
Where Kennebec among the hills meandering glides 
along. 


Not in the Theatre alone 

Is seen his wondrous power, 
Though some great actor tread the stage, 

The pageant of an hour; 
He visits many a humble home—and when 
Some brave thought stirs the heart sorrow riven, 
We feel like heroes—though we live like mer 
In lowly lot; and yet where oft at even 

The Bard of Avon sweeps th’ Aolian harp of Heaven. 


England! with all thy glory 
From the Druid days of old, 
Not Cressy’s pride, nor Agincourt, 
Nor Field of the cloth of gold, 
Shine with such virtue in all coming time 
As genius, learning, minstrelsy inspire. 
They fill the ideal world with thoughts sublime, 
Guiding Ambition’s eye to aim far higher, 
Than light the flames of civil war, with strange, un- 
holy fire! 


They-gleam like stars in history 
Along a dreary waste, 
Who first enlarged the bounds of mind, 
Or raised the tone of taste. 
Thus Bacon looms up in that glorious age 
Of Spenser's lay and Johnson’s critic eye, 
When a Promethean spark illum’d the Stage, 
And + eed drew such scenes of time gone 
y 
That life seems but a Drama here—midst shadows of 
Eternity. 


Rev. F. W. Holland also made an Address, in 
which some of the principal characteristics of 
Shakspeare were pointed out. 

These addresses closed the celebration, the 
Hall of the House and the galleries being well 
filled on the occasion. 


NEW YORK. 


Lone Istanp Histortcan Soctery.—Brooklyn, 
May.—A special meeting of this Society was 
held on Thursday evening. Prof. West in the 
chair, 
books on American biography was received from 
Mr, William H. Swan. Dr. Stiles, the librarian, 
read a paper on the battle of Long Island, trans- 
lated from Max von Eelking’s “ History of the 
Hessians in the Revolution.” Mr. John Fowler, 
jr., read a paper on Wayne’s attack on the Jer- 
sey Block House. It was announced by the 
chairman that the annual meeting would be held 


A donation of $250 for the purchase of | 


on the first Thursday in May, at which time 
|there would be an election of officers for the 
| ensuing year. 


New York Histrorrcat Socrery.—April 5. 
—The President, Frederick De Peyster, pre- 
sided, 

The minutes were read. 

Dr. Osgood, Domestic Corresponding Secre- 
tary, read letters from Alexander C, Anderson, 
of Victoria, Vancouver's Island, accepting his 
|election as a corresponding member; and from 
| Jared P. Kirtland, of Cleveland, Ohio, giving an 
|account of the discovery at different times in 
| Rockport (five miles west of Cleveland) of war- 
|like instruments, and especially of an extensive 
common grave, containing very many human 
skeletons. 

The Librarian, among a long list of donations, 
called the especial attention of the members to 
that of the President, Mr. De Peyster, an_ori- 
ginal pencil portrait of the once famous John 
Cleves Symmes, by the late Mr. Audubon. Mr. 
Benjamin R. Winthrop presented on behalf of 
| Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, of Boston, a copy of 
| the original “ Conditions for New Planters,” pro- 
|mulgated by Governor Nicolls soon after the 
|conquest of New Netherland, regarded by the 
| Society as one of the most interesting memorials 
of early New York history. 

Mr. Moore also mentioned the recent dona- 
| tion by Mr. John Austin Stevens, Jr., of all the 
| original letters and documents connected with 
| the great meetings of the Loyal National League, 
and referred to Mr. Stevens's previous gift of a 
similar collection of the papers of the Loyal 
Meeting of the 15th July, 1862. 

The thanks of the Society were tendered to 
Messrs. Winthrop and Stevens for their dona- 
tions. 
| Judge Kirkland, from the Executive Com- 
|mittee, reported on the nominations for mem- 
|bership, and the following gentlemen were 
elected :—As an honorary member, M. Edouard 
| Laboulaye, of Paris. As resident members: 
| Thomas R. Hawley, Rinaldo M. Waters, Reuben 
| W. Howes, Jr., S. Howard Howes, Leonard W. 
| Tobey, John W. Somers, James B. Stokes, John 
| Wolfe, Thomas E, Brown, Thomas A. Whitte- 
|more, Appleton Sturgis, John E. Barron. 

Candidates for new members were submitted 
and referred to the Executive Committee. 

The President read a letter from Rev. Dr. 
Dix, Rector of Trinity Church, presenting to the 
Society, on behalf of the vestry, “the monumen- 
tal stone which formerly marked the grave of 
William Bradford, and which has been recently 
replaced by a new head-stone, its perfect fac- 
simile.” 
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Thanks were voted to the vestry for the in- 
teresting relic. 

Mr. Edward Satterlee, from a Special Com- 
mittee appointed at a preceding meeting, read 
a report confirmatory of Mr. Thomas J. Bryan’s 
views of his intention to present to the Society 
his collection of paintings, about 250 in number, 
which he had been collecting during the past 
thirty years; his object being to form a collec- 
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consisted of two papers prepared by Mr. Geo. 
H. Moore, the librarian ; one of them upon the 
War-sword of Washington and John Bailey the 
cutler who forged it, and the other, a sketch 
of a Council of the Six Nations, held in 1785 
upon the spot where Buffalo now stands. This 
sketch is part of an account of a journey from 
Montreal to Detroit in 1785, written by Miss 
Powell, the daughter of a Boston loyalist who 


tion of pictures representing the early schools of|fled away in 1776, sister of Chief Justice 


painting, and to illustrate in some degree the 
relation existing in early times between Art and 
Religion. Mr. Satterlee submitted the form, a 
conveyance setting forth the terms of the gift, 
which are substantially that the pictures shall 
be properly taken care of, and advantageously 
exhibited in the buildings of the Society for 
public inspection, and that artists and visitors 
shall have the privilege of studying and making 
copies thereof, subject to the rules and regula- 
tions of the Society. 

The Society adopted the report of the com- 
mittee, and ordered its offivers to execute the 
necessary instruments to carry into effect the 
munificent intentions of Mr. Bryan. 

Dr. Osgood made a report on behalf of the 
committee appointed to tender a welcome to 
the Iroquois chiefs, on visiting this city, on their 
way to Washington, stating that committees of 
the Ethnological and Geographical, and of this 
Society, had performed that duty, and that the 
chiefs were welcomed in the hall of the Histori- 
cal Society on the evening of the 21st March. 

John Fowler, Jr., Esq., of New Rochelle, read 
the paper of the evening, entitled, ‘‘ Wayne's 
Attack on the Jersey Blockhouse, July 2\st, 
1780.” 

The Society returned thanks to Mr. Fowler 
for the reading of his paper, and asking him for 
a copy for its archives. 

Mr. George H. Moore, in a suitable resolution, 
called the attention of the Society to the death 
of its fellow-member, Thomas Tileston. Dr. 
Osgood made some remarks on the character of 
Mr. Tileston, and was followed by General W. 
K. Strong, and the resolution was adopted una- 
nimously. 

Mr. Fowler, after some remarks, submitted a 
resolution expressive of the sentiments of the 
Society on the recent decease of its fellow-mem- 
ber, William J. Davis. The resolution was 
adopted. 

The Society then adjourned. 


New York, May 3.—The regular meeting of the 
Society took place on Tuesday evening. President 
De Peyster in the chair, and a large audience pre- 
sent. The literary exercises of the occasion 


Powell, of Canada, and a connexion by mar- 
riage of Lord Lyndhurst. A paper by Judge 
Charles P. Daly was also read, entitled, “ When 
was the Drama introduced into America?” Some 
interesting articles from the Metropolitan Fair, 
gifts from Col. Rush C. Hawkins, were exhibit- 
ed, including a complete model of a pontoon 
train and bridge, John Morgan’s saddle, and one 
of those ingenious “letter boats” by which the 
rebels used to communicate with the mainland 
from Fort Macon and other island places. A 
resolution, moved by Col. Hawkins, was adopt- 
ed, to constitute a Committee to secure for the 
Society trophies, arms, and other memorials of 
the war, and the Committee was appointed, 
Colonel Hawkins, Chairman. Upon occasion of 
the presentation of a book to the Society by 
Mr. Verplanck, Mr. Bancroft delivered a very 
eulogistic address upon the attainments and 
merits of the donor. Mr. Bancroft also made 
some remarks upon Mr, W. J. Davis, a deceased 
member of the Society. Mr. Davis was a man 
of many pleasant qualities, possessed of a large 
store of local antiquarian knowledge, and for 
some time, we understand, a faithful and useful 
literary assistant to the historian. 


Burrato Hisroricat Soorery.— Buffalo, March, 
—At the meeting for the month of March, M. 
Fillmore, President, in the Chair, and Guy H. 
Salisbury, Secretary, the following were among 
the proceedings :— 

Guy H. Salisbury, as Corresponding Secretary, 
in his written report for the preceding month, 
mentions the matters below noted. 

The weekly Club meetings during the month 
were held at the following places: Feb. 15th, 
at Gibson T. Williams’s, where O. G. Steele 
read a biographical sketch, prepared by him, at 
the request of the Society, of the late Walter 
Joy; and Charles D. Norton read a similar 
sketch, relative to the late Silas Sawin—both of 
the deceased having been members of the Soci- 
ety; February 22, at E. S. Prosser’s, where a 
memoir of the late Judge James Mullett, former- 
ly of this city, was read—having been prepared 
by O. Stiles, Esq., of Fredonia, for the Scientific 
and Historical Association of that place; Feb. 


19th at Dr. Jas. P. White’s, where a portion of 
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a History of the Lake Marine, prepared by Capt-|in the defence of which he participated. He 
Augustus Walker, was read. removed to Hamburgh in 1815, 

An important historical feature of the month,| By Nathaniel Wilgus—Relating an incident 
was the “Old Folks’ Festival,” held at American | that occurred when Judge Wilkeson was build- 
Hall, during the entire week, commencing Feb. |ing the harbor at Buffalo Creek; also, that he 
22d. The hall was hung with portraits of many | was employed to paint and decorate the “ Sene- 
of our oldest residents, and all of the exercises | ca Chief,” ihe first boat that made the passage 


had were of an interesting character. Papers, | 
intended to be read on the occasion, were fur- 
nished as follows : 
By Col. Benj. Hodge, a sketch entitled, “ Buf- | 
falo—Past, Present, and Future.” { 
By Wm. Hodge—aA brief narrative of the| 
joumey performed by his father, the late William | 
odge, when he came from Exeter, Otsego | 
County, in 1805. 
By Henry Lovejoy—An interesting review | 
of the progress of Buffalo during the past half 


rer A ; 

By Mrs. Jane Bidwell—Her recollections of'| 
the War of 1812, during a part of which her) 
husband, Mr. Benjamin Bidwell, was engaged in | 
building the American fleet at Sackett’s Harbor 
and Erie. 

By Mrs. Frances E. Lay—Her mother, Mary | 
Enos, came to Buffalo in 1804, and shortly after | 
married Asahel Atkins, who held a Lieutenant’s 
commission in the war of 1812. 

By Mrs. Thaddeus Weed—Her father, Doctor | 
Cyrenius Chapin, first came to Buffalo in 1801, | 
before the land was surveyed into village lots, 
and proposed to Joseph Ellicott, that he and| 
forty others would buy a township, including) 
the site of Buffalo, but the application was un-| 
successful. After the village was laid out, he| 
located here permanently, and opened the first | 
apothecary’s shop in the place. He was a Colo- 
nel in the war of 1812, and did most efficient 
service. 

By Mrs. Dr. Warner—A brief notice of her 
father, the late Benjamin Caryl, who came to 
Buffalo in 1807, but in 1812 removed to Wil- 
liamsville in this country, where the firm of 
Juba Storrs & Co., in which he was a partner, 
had a store, and several large mills. He return- 
ed to Buffalo in 1812, and lived here nearly forty 
years. 

By Ira Merrill—A statement of his first jour- 
ney to Buffalo in 1814, with a stock of goods, 
and a recital of his adventures in Canada, in dis- 
posing of them. 

By Sophia Reynolds—Recollects well the 





burning of the village. Her brother-in-law, | 


John Reynolds, then owned a farm of 200 acres 
on Batavia street, about a mile east of the Court 
House, now covered with hundreds of houses. 
By Daniel Brayman, of Hamburgh, Erie Coun- 
ty—Came to Buffalo in 1810, and furnished a 
detailed statement of the burning of the village, 


through the Erie Canal, from Buffalo to New 
York in 1825. 


By Capt. F. P. Billings—In the spring of 1839, 


|he fitted out and sailed the Brig “ Osceola,” be- 
\longing to Kingman and Durfee of Black Rock, 


and Oliver Lee, of Silver Creek, and during that 
season, brought the first load of wheat in bulk 
that was shipped from Chicago. 

By Theodore N, Boynton—In relation to the 
Old School House that stood at the junction of 
Swan and Erie streets, 35 years ago, its teachers, 
and its scholars, 

By Mrs. Mary B. Wesley—Came to Buffalo in 
1836—is mother-in-law of the late Capt. Edward 
Drew, and has sacrificed several of her family 


| upon the altar of the country’s cause during the 
| present war. 


By James Clark, of Lancaster, Erie Co.— 
Came to what is now Lancaster, 1808, when 


there were but twelve dwelling-houses on the 


road from Buffalo to the eastern bounds of the 
county. He was in the war of 1812, and de- 
scribes the appearance of Buffalo, the next day 
after it was burned. 

By Mrs. Elizabeth Keller—A poem, entitled 
“ Ffty Years Ago.” 

By Guy H. Salisbury—An ode, which was 
sung at the Old Folks’ Concert. 

Charles D. Norton tendered to the Society 
his resignation of the office of Recording Secre- 
tary, which was accepted, and George Gorham 
was duly elected in his stead. 

The following persons were elected as Corres- 
— Members: Rev. James K. Hosmer, of 

eerfield, Mass.; George F. Houghton, of St. 
Albans, Vt. Edward Everett, of Boston, was 


| elected an honorary member. 


Borrato Historica, Soorty.— Buffalo, April. 
—At the meeting for April, M. Fillmore in the 
chair, and George Gorham, Recording Secre- 


| tary, the following were among the proceedings. 





Guy H. Salisbury, Corresponding Secretary, 
submitted his monthly report, in which the 
matters below mentioned are noticed : 

The deaths in the families of old residents have 
been unusually numerous. They are noted as 
follows: March Ist, at San Francisco, Alexan- 
der G. Ramsdell, aged 41 years, formerly of Buf- 
falo, and son of the late Capt. Ramsdell ; March 
8th, Albert L. Baker, Jr., aged 20, Midshipman 
in the U.S.N., and youngest son of Judge A. L. 
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Baker; March 14th, Charles Taintor, aged 58; | 
March 15th, Mrs. Francis Kimmett, aged 56; | 
March 18th, Mrs. Julia a wife of Cyrus O. 
Pool, and daughter of the late Wm. Meade; 
March 19th, at Louisville, Ky., Maj. Isaac San- | 
ford, son-in-law of Geo. W. Bull, of this city; 
March 22d, Pliny F. Barton, aged 58; Wm. | 
Rink, aged 35; March 27th, at Cleveland, Mrs. | 
Maria Fiske, aged 73, mother of Mrs. Orson 
Phelps, of this city, and eldest daughter of the 
late Gamaliel and Margaret K. St. John, wio) 
were among the earliest residents of the village 
of Buffalo; April 3d, Geo. Hadley, aged 17, son 
of Elijah Hadley ; April 6th, Aaron Rumsey, | 
aged 67, a life member of the Buffalo Historical | 
Society and the fifth member that has deceased | 
since its organization ; April 11th, Charles Wolfe, | 
aged 26, only son of Christian Wolfe. 
The Historical Society Club Meetings have 
been held as follows: March 14th, at Geo. Pal-| 
mer’s, where Gapt. E. P. Dorr read a paper on! 
“Insurance ;” March 2lst, at H. W. Rogers's, | 
where Prof. Bradish, of Fredonia, read a memoir | 
of the late Douglas Houghton, State Geologist | 
of Michigan, prepared by him for the Fredonia! 
Scientific and Historical Association; March 
28th, at Capt. E. P. Dorr’s, where A. R. Ketchum 
read a paper on the Buffalo Water Works, Judge 
Clinton an obituary notice of the late Edward 
S. Warren, and Judge Skinner one of the late 
Hon. Jas, G. Hoyt. No further weekly Club 
meetings are to be held this season. 
_ On motion of H. W. Rogers, the Correspond- 
ing Secre was dnaal to express to Peter 
Emslie, Civil Engineer, the thanks of the Soci- 
ety for his valuable donation of a manuscript 
map of the “ Village of New Amsterdam,” now 
= of the city of Buffalo, showing the original 


Albany ; Monroe Weed, Wyoming; Samuel B. 
Woolworth, Albany; Dr. Samuel Freeman, 
Saratoga; Jas. R. Doolittle, Racine, Wisconsin ; 
Henry 8. Randall, Cortland Village, N.Y.; Wm. 
W. Campbell, Cherry Valley; Chas. B. West, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Guy H. Salisbury, Corresponding Secretary 
and Librarian, tendered his written resignation 
of those offices, which was accepted, and Dr. 
Wm. K. Scott was, by ballot, unanimously 
elected in his stead. 

On motion of Lewis F. Allen, the thanks of 
the Society were unanimously voted to Guy H. 
Salisbury, for his untiring zeal and faithful ef- 
forts in behalf of the Society, since its inception. 

An arrangement. formerly made by the Secre- 
tary with the proprietors of the daily papers 
who publish the notices and proceedings of the 
Society, and furnish their respective newspapers 
to the Society, for preservation, in return for 
one membership for each paper, was confirmed ; 
and the privilege hereafter extended to two 
memberships. 





PENNSYLVANIA. a 


Pennsrtvamta Historica Socrety.—Phila- 
delphia, May 9.—A meeting of the members of 
this Society was held at their room, Dr. Ben- 


jamin H. Coates in the chair. 


Several interesting communications and memo- 
rials, etc., were presented. Among them was a 
handsomely engraved invitation card to a ball 
given on the President’s birth-night in 1796, in 
the amphitheatre. Admittance at six o'clock. 
A letter was read from Hon. John William Wal- 


ots and subdivisions of them, with names of|lace, written at Newport, R.L. transmitting a 


en, and the date of each deed from the 
olland Land Company. 

On motion of Lewis F. Allen, a committee of 
three was appointed to prepare a memoir of the 
late Aaron Rumsey, and resolutions expressive 
of the regret of the Society for his loss, The 
President appointed as such committee Judge 
Skinner, H. W. Rogers, and Judge Hall. 

On motion of H, W. Rogers, the Correspond- 
ing Secretary was directed to procure a book 
ad the registration of vistors, to be opened May 


st. 

The Library Committee reported in favor of 
nen a complete set of the New England 

istorical and Genealogical Register, from its 
commencement, being 18 volumes; and were 
authorized to make such purchase. 

The following Corresponding Members were 
elected: Theodore C. Peters, of Darien, N.Y.; 
Henry E. Davies, New York; Joel Munsell, 
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volume as having been found .n that ancient 
town, which was the first ever issued from the 
press of the middle colonies. This tract was 
printed in Philadelphia in the year 1685. 

In May last, at the celebration in New York 
of the Bradford bi-centenary, Mr. Wallace re- 
ferred to this tract in the following words, having 
then known but little about it: 

The earliest issue of Bradford’s press known 
to me is an Almanac for the year 1686, produced 
of course in 1685. One copy alone seems to 
have survived to this day, and that one has 
wandered far from the place of its origin. New 
England boasts its possession. It was called 
‘America’s Messenger.” A certain Samuel 
Atkyns edited it. Among the remarkable 
events which were set down opposite to par- 
ticular days, there was set down opposite to 
that one on which Mr. Penn assumed the con- 
trol of things in Pennsylvania, the following 
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entry: “ The beginning of Government here by 
the Lord Penn.” This title of courtesy given 
to their Governor was offensive to the Pro- 
vincial Magistracy. Atkyns was summoned 
before the Council and ordered to blot out the 
words “ Lord Penn,” and Bradford was warned 
“not to print anything but what shall have ly- 
cence from the Council.” 

The copy which Mr. Wallace now writes about 
is'a second one the one to which he referred 
in New York not being in the possession of any 
one, so far as he knows. 

The Librarian then read a long list of dona- 
tions to the library since the last meeting, among 
which were several valuable pamphlets, Among 
the number was “A Confession of Faith” of 
the Quakers, printed at Philadelphia by William 
Bradford, in 1693. 

There was also exhibited one of the origi- 
nal diaries kept by Mason and Dixon, sur- 
veyors of the celebrated Mason and Dixon's 
line. This has been given to the Sanitary 
Fair. 
Other communications were read, after which 
the meeting adjourned. 


WISCONSIN. 


Srare Histortoan Society or Wisconsin.— 
Madison, Jun. 2, 1864.—Prof. O. M. Conover in 
the Chair. The Librarian reported many addi- 
tions to the Library and Cabinet: 

Messrs. Shipman and Carpenter were a 

ointed on the Auditing Committee, with S. G. 
Benedict, to audit accounts and Treasurer's 
Report, which were reported correct; and the 
Annual Report of the Executive Committee was 
approved. 

he annual meeting was called to order, Jan. 
2, 1864; twelve members present. Hon. Geo. 
B. Smith in the Chair. 

Messrs. Benedict, Carpenter, Gurnee, Cono- 
ver, and Firmin, were appointed a committee to 
nominate suitable officers for the ensuing year. 

During the absence of the committee, the 
annual reports of the Treasurer and of the 
Executive Committee were read and adopted— 
the latter as follows: 


TENTH ANNUAL REPORT—1863, 


While our national troubles, with their con- |: 


stant excitements and anxieties, have so com- 
pletely monopolized the attention of all classes 
of people, an institution like this could not rea- 


days of peace and prosperity. Though the addi- 
tions to the library and cabinet have been con- 
siderably less the past year than during any 
preceding twelve months since the society's 
reorganization, yet the additions are not with- 
out their interest and intrinsic value. 

The Treasurer's report shows the financial 
condition of the society for the past year—ex- 
hibiting $1,042.78 received, including the small 
balance on hand at the commencement of the 
year, and $852.17 disbursed, leaving an unex- 
pended balance of $190.61. 

During the past year, the library additions 
have been 248 volumes, and 356 unbound docu- 
ments and pamphlets, making the total addi- 
tions 604. Of these additions, 112 are bound 
volumes of newspapers, of folio size, 5 volumes 
of works of quarto size, the rest being chiefly 
octavos. The library now numbers 790 volumes 
of folios, and 795 quartos. 

The present condition of the Library, with 
its successive annual increase, for the past ten 
years, since the reorganization of the Society 
in January, 1854, may be seen in the following 
table : 


Volts Doc'sd& Both Total 
Added. Pam'ts. Together. in Lid'y. 
50 





1854 Jan. 1..... Be. sees 50 
ae " Bisson 1,000 1,000 2,000 2,050 
See SE caw 1,065 2,000 8,065 6,115 
et © B..055 1,005 300 1,305 6,420 
eee "OD Seewes 1,024 959 1,983 8,403 
oe és wes 1,107 500 1,607 10,010 
oe Raa 1,800 723 2,523 12,533 
a SA 837 1,134 1,971 14,504 
ae Bisnes 610 711 1,321 15,825 
i668 * 9..... 544 2,373 2,917 18,742 
oe Benkas 248 856 604 19,346 
9,290 10,056 


During these ten years, the total cash disburse- 
ments have been $9,980.53 ; of which $5,387.79 
has been for books and binding alone, and 
$4,592.74 for rents, fuel, postage, cataloguing, 
and other incidental expenses—thus exhibiting 
an average annual book expenditure of $538.78, 
and $459.27 for incidental purposes. 

The whole number of bound newspaper files 
in the Library reported last year, was 811; we 
now add, as the result of another year’s effort, 
112 volumes—making a total of 923 volumes of 
bound newspaper files in our collection. 

Of the past year’s additions, the newspaper 
files are the most valuable and important. They 
are as follows: 

Boston Evening Post, 1769-74, purchased, 3 


sonably expect to receive the same amount or’ vols. folio. 


public favor and patronage as in the haleyor. | 


Pennsylvania Packet & Advertiser, 1782 to 





- 
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1822, nearly complete, and from 1831 to 1838, 
inclusive, purchased, 79 volumes folio. 

Carolina Gazette, 1798-1800, 1 vol. folio, from 
E. Herrick, Jr. 

Western Courier, Louisville, Ky., November, 
1812, to December, 1816, 1 vol., rescued from a 
burning rebel house, at Greenville, Miss., March, 
1863, and presented by Capt. A. R. Jones, Lt. 
J. M. Sumner, and Adj’t W. G. Pitman, of the 
23d Wis. Infantry. 

Plough Boy, Albany, 1820-1, 1 vol. quarto, 
from Mrs. A. H. Gilman. 

Metropolitan, New York, 1834-5, 1 vol. 
quarto, from E. Gibbs. 

Western Eagle, Cape Girardeau, Mo., May, 
1849, to March, 1851, 1 vol. folio, from Quarter- 
master J, C. Mann, lst Wis. Cavalry. 

And the following files sent to the Society, 
and recently bound, viz. : 


New York Daily Herald, July, 1861, to December, 
1862, 3 vols., folio. 

New York Daily Tribune, July, 1861, to December, 
1862, 3 vols., folio. 

New York Daily World, July, 1861, to December, 
1862, 3 vols., folio. 

Milwaukee Daily Sentinel, July, 1861, to December, 
1862, 3 vols., folio. 

Milwaukee Daily Wisconsin, July, 1861, to Decem- 
ber, 1862, 3 vols., folio. 

Janesville Daily Gazette, July, 1861, to December, 
1862, 3 vols, folio. 

Madison Daily Journal, July, 1861, to December, 
1862, 3 vols., folio. 

Madison Daily Patriot, July, 1861, to December, 
1862, 3 vols, folio. 

Madison Daily Argus, July to December, 1862, 1 
vol., folio. 


The venerable files of the Boston Evening 
Post, and the Pennsylvania Packet and 
Advertiser, deserve especial notice: The 
former volume contains 24 numbers for the 
year 1769, 17 for 1770, 34 for 1771, 16 
for 1772, 5 for 1773, 31 for 1774, and 
4 for 1775. The Packet & Advertiser are quite 
complete for the years 1782, 1783, 1785, 1786, 
1787, 1788, one half of 1790, three quarters of 
1791, nearly all of 1792, 1796, 1797, and 1798; 
and consecutively from 1800 to 1822, and from 
1831 to 1838; and being a daily nearly from 
the commencement, each full year is divided, 
for convenience, into two bound volumes. 

The volume of the Carolina Gazette for the 
year 1798-'99 and 1800, is rare and valuable. 

Ten maps have been added to the map de- 
partment of our collection, and a beautiful topo- 
graphical map on linen, of the battle of Stone 
a and another of the battle of Prairie 

rove. 


During the year we have received about the 
usual number of magazines and newspapers— 
seventy-one altogether ; and these are preserved 
with great care. One hundred and four vo- 
lumes of ancient and modern newspaper files 
have been bound, thus making available a large 
accession to that invaluable department of our 
collection. 

The Librarian, during the ‘year, has arranged 
and catalogued several thousand pamphlets and 
documents—so that anything in our document 
department is now readily accessible. The 
cataloguing of the Library has also been con- 
tinued, as opportunities have offered. 

Space will not permit naming all donors of 
the year, but we may particularly mention Hon. 
T. O. Howe, Hon. W. D. McIndoe, Cyrus 
Woodman, J. F. McMullen, Rev. J. Watts, 
Capt. 8. V. Shipman, Prof. Butier, D. Appleton 
& Co., D. T. Valentine, Cyrus Catlin, and D. 
W. Patterson, Esq., of Connecticut—the latter 
of whom has been constantly attentive to the 
Society’s interests, and well merits the special 
acknowledgments of the Executive Committee, 
for his valuable services and donations. 

The Picture gallery remains as reported last 
year—fifty-six oil paintings. Quite a number 
of pioneers and distinguished persons have 
heretofore promised their portraits—promises 
which, we hope, will not be forgotten. , 

The additions to the Cabinet, embracin; 
documents, manuscripts, specimens of nati 
history, oriental relics, photographs, engrav- 
ings, and coins and trophies, were there enume- 
rated. 

Probably few Historical or Literary Institu- 
tions in our country have succeeded, in so 
brief a period, in accumulating so rich and rare 
a collection of American and English newspaper 
files of the last century as it has been our good 
fortune to bring together. It is probably much 
more extensive than has been supposed even by 
those most familiar with that department of our 
collections. As a matter of general interest we 


1 give a list of such files as were published in the 


last century alone—being only about one-ninth 
of our whole newspaper collection, yet this 
particular portion numbers 123 volumes, and 
may almost be literally said to be worth their 
weight in gold: 


Vols. Year. 
London Gazetie........cceccevces - 1....1680-2, 
TO UO o60 ccnsecvscsecacescs 1,...1723-4. 
Edinburg Evening Courant......... 1....1727.... 
Pennsylvania Gazette............+- 4....1755-63 
London Evening Post...........++ 1 ...1757-8. 
London Evening Post............-- 1....1757-9. 


Edinburg Chronicle..........+.00++ Rsices 








Edinburg Chronicle. oan aie 
Maryland Gazette...........e0005. Le» 
Maryland Gazette..... ash pewacenes 1. 
Boston Gavette.........2ccccecoee. ; 
Edinburg Advertiser....... ROADee © » 
Boston Chronicle. 
Boston Evening Post, & 
Boston Evening Post, & 
Boston Evening Post, &c r. 
Edinburg Advertiser............. oe OuL 
Boston Evening Post, &c ite 
Edinburg Advertiser............... Rite 
Boston & New York Papers 
Pennsylvania Gazette, &c. 
Pennsylvania Evening Post 
Boston Gazette, &...... ae de sellin 0 Rian 
Boston Journal, &c 
Boston Journal, &c 
Edinburg Advertiser............... Da 
Boston and New York Papers. 
Royal Jamaica Gazette 
Pennsylvania Packet. 
Boston Chronicle 
Pennsylvania Packet. ee 
Edinburg Advertiser....,.......... Ruiee 
Maryland Gazette 


Mee eee eee ee sees 


eee eee ease sernee 


eee ewer wearer eee 


eee eee eer eee 
eee te weer weeee 
eee ee wees e een eeee 


eee eee eee eneee 


eee eee ee eee eseeees 


Edinburg Advertiser............... 3... 
Edinburg Advertiser 
Pennsylvania Journal. 
Pennsylvania Packet. 
Massachusetts Gazette 


Pennsylvania Packet... ........ 

New York Journal 
Pennsylvania Packet. 
Pennsylvania Journal 
United States Gazette 
Pennsylvania Packet. 
United States Gazette 
Pennsylvania Advertiser 
London Chronicle 
London Chronicle 
Pennsylvania Advertiser 
Massachusetts Spy............000- 2. 
London Chronicle 
Poughkeepsie Journal. 
Massachusetts Spy 
ee ee ers . 
London Chronicle............. beeen Dees 
Philadelphia Advertiser si 
Baltimore Intelligencer......... ... - 
Baltimore Gazette..........eese00. i. 
United States Gazette. 
Philadelphia New World 
Philadelphia Minerva 
Pennsylvania Advertiser 
Massachusetts Spy 
Pennsylvania Advertiser 
Massachusetts Spy 
New York Time Piece 
New York Journal 
Philadelphia Advertiser 
Philadelphia Advertiser 


see twee eee eeee 


eee ee ee eeeeee 


eee eee eeeeeee 


eee twee eee eee ees 


Seer eeeeneeeee 


eee eee eer ereees 


eee ee ee ewe eeeee 


eee twee eee eesees 


ee ee eee eeeeee 


se eee e ween eneee 
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Columbian Centinel.............06- lis 1808 sa. 
Carolina Gazette......cccececseees 1....1798-99 
Columbian Centinel.............05. 1....1799... 
Baltimore Gazette............6. Ae ere i ee 
RN SEONG. ss crncanee te aeldsis 34 1767 to 1799 


Ten years ago this very month, Gen. W. R. 
Smith, Rev. Charles Lord, Hon. Hiram A. 
Wright, Dr. John W. Hunt, Prof. 0. M. Cono- 
ver, 8. H. Carpenter, and L. C. Draper, met in 
the office of "Beate Superintendent Wright, in 
the N.W. corner room of the main floor of the 
old capitol, adopted a new constitution, and re- 
organized the Society under the charter obtained 
the year previous. The Society had had a 
nominal existence for five years, and had secured 
a small book-case, three and a half feet wide, 
and four feet high, containing four shelves. 
During the first year, Frank Hudson—the first 
donor to the Society—contributed two volumes 
of Transactions of the American Ethnological 
Society, and an original drawing of a lizard- 
shaped mound, discovered by him, in 1842, near 
Third Lake, in Madison; a bibliographical vo- 
lume on the Literature of American Local Histo- 
ry, was received from the author, Herman E. 
Ludewig, of New York; and a patent deed of 
land in the State of New York, dated 1794, and 
signed by Gov. George Clinton, from Dr. J. W. 
ant: Gen. W. R. Smith delivered the first 
anniversary address. And thus we have the 
sum total of the first year’s doings and collec- 
tions of the Society. During Gov. Farwell’s 
term, he caused a set of the Territorial and 
State Legislative Journals to be placed on the 
shelves as the gift of the State; an unbound file 
of three or four years of the Milwaukee Wisconsin 
accumulated; and Hon. M. L. Martin delivered 
an historical address, and Rev. A. Brunson and 
Joshua Hathaway contributed historical papers. 
Thus the first five years’ gatherings of the 
Society did not exceed fifty volumes; and 
considerable unoccupied space was still left in 
the small book-case. This case—which we still 
retain—occupied a conspicuous place in the 
Executive Office during the administrations of 
Governors Dewey and Farwell, with a lettered 
og) at the top, “Srare Hisroricat Socrery.” 

he Society during that period was certainly in 
no very prosperous condition, 

But at the annual meeting of January, 1854, 
it was resolved to make an earnest effort to ac- 
complish something commensurate with the 


| hopes and purposes of such an institution, A 


circular was directed to be prepared and dis- 
tributed by the Corresponding Secretary, appeal- 
ing for suitable contributions for a Library and 
Cabinet. A committee was appointed to memo, 
rialize the Legislature for an annual appropria- 








a areas 


~ 


Agere 


— 
TPMT BS per 


‘| 
4 








1864.] HISTORICAL 


MAGAZINE. 221 





tion to aid the Society in its objects and 
collections; and when the Secretary read the 
memorial he had prepared for that purpose to 
Gen. W. R. Smith, the latter approved the'| 
general scope of the document, but strenuously 
objected to asking for so large an appropriation 
as five hundred dollars a year—two hundred, he 
thought, was as much as should be asked for; 
that by asking for five hundred, we should defeat 
the whole object, and get nothing. The Secre- 
tary replied, that he thought the Legislature | 
would as readily grant five hundred as two hun- | 
dred for such a purpose; that little could be 
accomplished with two hundred dollars, but with 
five hundred we could make a beginning, and 
he was willing the wisdom of the appropriation 
should be judged by its results. While the old 
General shook his head in doubt, the memorial | 
was signed by the committee and a few others— 
was presented to the Assembly by Judge Orton, | 
then the Madison representative, who had it| 
referred to the committee on State Affairs, of 
which Hon. Sam. Hale, of Kenosha, was chair- 
man. AtJudge Orton's suggestion, Judge Hale 
and his committee spent a Saturday afternoon 
with the Secretary, at his private library, who} 
entertained them with an exhibition of his private | 
collections on Western history; and the com- 
mittee concluded—we hope wisely—that if a 
single individual could accomplish so much, what 
might not the associated effort of a whole state, 
like Wisconsin, effect? They unanimously re- 
commended the passage of an act in accordance 
with the prayer of the memorialists—and, with 
the friendly attention of Judge Orton in the As- 
sembly, and Beriah Brown's efforts among the 
Senators, the bill passed without any material 
opposition. This was the beginning of friendly 
legislative action in the Society’s behalf, which 
has since led Hon. Richard 8. Field, of New 
Jersey, to point to its success as the result of the 
“enlightened liberality of the Legislature of} 
Wisconsin.” 

At the re-organization of the Society, in 
January, 1854, Dr. Hunt was chosen Librarian, 
and transferred the Society’s book-case from the 
Executive Room to the office of the Secretary of'| 
State, where it remained that year; though long | 
before the year closed, it was crowded with ad-| 
ditions to the Library, and several hundred vo- 
lumes had to be stored in the private library of| 
the Secretary. In January, 1855, a small room, | 
15 feet square, in the south-eastern corner of 
the basement of the Baptist Church, was rented 
and occupied for two years, when further room 
was needed—and in January, 1857, a room on 
the west side of the basement of the same build- 
ing, forty-four feet in length by fourteen in 
breadth, was rented and occupied for one year— 





when we removed into our present quarters, 
which have since been somewhat enlarged. Our 
rooms, covering a ground area of 45 by 60 feet, 
are so well packed, that further extension would 
be exceedingly desirable. 

More room we must have, sooner or later,—and_ 
the next removal should be a permanent one and 
to a fire-proof building, if possible—A few - 
friends sufficiently realize its importance, and 
evince their willingness to lend a generous help- 
ing hand in providing a fund for a fire-proof 
building sufficiently commodious for the present 
and prospective wants of the Society. ill not 
the friends of the Society in Madison and else- 
where, resolve to make suitable provisions for 
this greatly needed edifice ? 

And when, ten years hence, those who may 
have the management of the Society meet to 
review its progress during its second decade, 
may we not fondly hope that they may have— 
not twenty thousand volumes, as our present 
number nearly approaches—but twice twenty 
thousand volumes upon its shelves, in a durable 
fire-proof building, worthy of our noble Society, 
and worthy too of its generous, unflagging 
friends who, from first to last, have sturdily and 
manfully adhered to its fortunes ? 

The nominating committee reported the fol- 
lowing ticket for officers for the ensuing year, 
which was unanimously elected : 


President : 
Increase A. LapuaM, LL.D., Milwaukee 


Vice Presidents : 


..Gen. Wm. R Smith. Mineral Point. 
.-Hon. Henry S. Baird, Green Bay. 
..Gen. James Sutherland, Janesville, 
.Hon. James T. Lewis, Columbus. 

. «Hon. Charles S. Benton, La Crosse. 
..Hon. Charles Durkee, Kenosha. 
Recording Secretary. .Frank H, Firmin. 
Corresponding Secretary. .Lyman C. Draper. 
Treasurer. .Prof. O. M. Conover. 

Librarian, .Daniel 8. Durrie. 


aoaorwnre 


Curators: 


Gen. G. P. Delaplaine, 
Hon. George Hyer, 
Hon. E. B. Dean, Jr. 


Hon. H. 8. Orton, 
Gen. S. Mills, 
Gen. D. Atwood, 


Gen, G. B. Smith, S. G. Benedict, 
Hon. D. J. Powers, F. G. Tibbits, 
Horace Rublee, S. V. Shipman, 
Prof. J. D. Butler, J. D. Gurnee, 
Gen L. Fairchild, 8. H. Carpenter, 
Hon. D. Worthington, John H, Clark. 


After the result of the election was announced 
the annual meeting adjourned. 
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Immediately succeeding the adjournment, the|from Mr. J. E. Hilgard, of the Coast Survey 
new Executive Committee, thirteen members| office, transmitting copies of Dr. Kohl’s Notes on 
being present, were called to order—Hon. G. B. | the Eastern Coast of New Jersey, etc.; from Mr. 
Smith in the chair. T. J. Richards, of Burlington, relative to the set- 

Hon. Simeon Mills, Hon. H. §. Orton, Hon. G. | tlement of Washington Township, in that county ; 
B. Smith, Samuel Marshall, and J. D. Gurnee | and from various gentlemen engaged in genealo- 
were re-elected Trustees of the Building Fund | gical researches, seeking information. 
for the ensuing year. , In regard to the resolution of the Society sug- 

An arrangement was entered into with D. 8.| gesting the name of Hupson for the new fort at 
Durrie for cataloguing the Library and arranging |Sandy Hook, Gen. R. S. Canby, Assist. Adj’t 
newspaper files for the year 1864. Gen., had informed the Society that there is a 

Voted, that the Society favorably entertain | battery of fifty guns on Staten Island named 
the question of rooms in the new capitol, should | “ Battery Hudson,” and the Department does not 
any be tendered for its use. deem it proper to change the name to confer it 

Stated Meeting, April 2d, 1864. Present, eight | upon the new fort. 
members of the Executive Committee—Hon. D.| The Treasurer, Mr, ALorsen, reported a balance 


Worthington in the chair. of $908.60 in the Treasury. 
Thirty-five letters were submitted by the} The Librarian, Mr. Conear, reported the dona- 
Secretary. tions of books since January, including upwards 


The Additions to the Library and Cabinet in-| of forty-five different publications, relative to the 
eluded 71 vols.; 31 broadside slips from N. E. | present war, from Mr. S. Alofsen, of Jersey City, 
Loyal Publication Society; and 76 pamphlets, | whose donations already, referring to the same 
from various donors. subject, fill several shelves of the library. 

Messrs. Carpenter, Conover, Shipman, and} The Committee on Publications reported that 
Dean, were appointed a committee to report upon } the Society’s “ Proceedings” and the sixth vo- 
the Drake historical papers. lume of its “Collections” (Newark Town Re- 

Hon. Chas, 8 Todd, of Kentucky, a surviving | cords) had been delayed, but were now in press. 
aide of Gen Harrison, of the War of 1812, andj The Library Committee made a strong appeal 
subsquently Minister to Russia, was chosen an | for renewed subscriptions to enlarge and improve 
honorary member of the Society; Hon. J. P. | the library, and preserve its valuable documents. 
Usher, Hon. Wm. P. Dole, Hon. Isaac Newton,| Several new members were elected and new 
Hon. F W. Seward, Hon. Alfred Ely, Dr. Geo. | nominations received. 

Smith, Wm. L. Stone, Frank H. Baldwin, F.A.| John Rutherfurd, Esq., presented the original 
Marble, Hon. Anthony Van Wyck, Horace W.| Field Book of John Lawrence, containing his 
Smith, Pierre M. Irving, and others, were chosen | notes while running the Quintipartite Line be- 
corresponding members; John S. Dean, Geo. W.|tween East and West Jersey in 1743. Mr. 
Gilman, and B. W. Suckow, active members. Whitehead explained the contents, which include 
Adjourned. many items of local interest as to the location of 
houses, lands, &c., along the line at the period of 
the survey, and he regarded their identification 
as well worth the attention of some local histo- 
rian. ‘Ihe little volume would also be valuable 
in many questions affecting the landed property, 

NEW JERSEY. and should be printed by the State. 
A beautiful volume of the “Dodd Genealo- 

Tue New Jersey Historioat Society (Officers, | gies,” recently published, was presented by Dr. 
etc., Vol. VIII. p. 121) held its regular May meet- | B, L. Dopp—a book reflecting great credit on all 
ing in Newark, on 19th May. ‘The Hon. James/| engaged in its publication. 

Parker, of Perth Amboy, in his 88th year, and} Mr. Walter Rutherfurd remarked on the im- 
the Hon, Ricwarp S. Fietp, of Princetown, Vice- | portance of the action of the last Legislature to 
Presidents, presiding. ascertain the rights of the State and private 

Mr. Whitehead, the Corresponding Secretary, parties to lands under water, and offered a reso- 
made his report of the correspondence since the (lution requesting the Librarian to furnish the 
last meeting, and presented a large number of {Commissioners appointed by the State such in- 
letters, including one from Hon. John Clement, | formation as the Society’s archives contain on the 
communicating some information respecting the | subject. 

Swedish records of South Jersey, and others from| The Society then took a recess for dinner, and 
Mr. C. O. Tichenor, of Appleton, Wis., relative|on reassembling, Mr. Whitehead presented and 
to the early settlers of bis name in Newark;|read extracts from the unpublished reports of 


pa ene 
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Dr. Kont, relative to localities along the Eastern 
Coast of N. J., which were obtained from the 
Coast Survey in Washington, with Dr. K.’s 
notes of early maps referring to the Province, 
illustrated by tracings of some of them. Some 
of the maps referred to are in the possession of 
the Society, and with others from the private 
library of Mr. Whitehead, were also exhibited, 
Captain W. S. Boupinor presented a photo- 
aph and a rare print of Washington, when 
resident of the Convention, in 1787. 
From Captain Cuartzs 8. Bocas, U.S. N., 
was received a valuable donation of manuscripts, 


about one hundred in number, many of them of 


several folio sheets, connected with events in 
New Jersey between 1733 to 1808, papers which 
belonged to Robert Hunter Morris, Chief Jus- 
tice, etc., and Robert Morris, Judge of U. 8S. 
District Court. Among the later documents 
were the original packages, unopened, containing 
the electoral votes of New Jersey, in 1800, for 
Thomas Jefferson as President, and ©. C. Pinck- 
ney as Vice-President; and in 1808, for James 
Madison as President, and George Clinton as 
Vice-President. These were the triplicate pack- 
ages which, as directed by the constitution, were 
deposited with the District Judge, the others 
having been forwarded to Washington at the 
time. The commission of the electors who cast 
the vote of the State for Washington in 1792, 
under the great seal of the State, was also among 
the papers. These memorials of other days and 
their political parties, which had so long re- 
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Tae Attan Liprary.—tThe principal event of 
the last month, in a bibliographical sense, has 
been the sale of the curious collection of books, 
engravings, and knick-knacks, which the late 
John Allan left as evidences of his perseverance 
as a book-hunter, his taste as an illustrator, and 
his unconquerable love of his native Scotland— 
love which not even his seventy years’ resi- 
dence in this city could overcome, or even sen- 
sibly diminish, 

Of Mr. Allan himself nothing need be said in 
this place, so well was he known while living 
to every collector in the country. 

Of the Collection itself, were we to say that it 
was just such a one as any man, possessing 
such a character as that which we have quoted, 
might reasonably be expected to collect, we 
might leave the subject. Jt was simply a collec- 
tion of odds and ends,—books, engravings, mi- 
nerals, costumes, snuff-boxes, old china, old 
armor, shoe-buckles, old watches, etc., without 
any apparent object beyond the mere collection 
of them, and with no other aim than the mere 
possession of them, Not even his own beloved 
Scotland could induce him to make her a special- 
ité ; while America, his home for much the 
greater portion of his life, attracted so little of 
his attention, that it appears to have been a sub- 


mained undisturbed, were regarded with lively |ject of minor importance to him. So far from 


interest by all present; the venerable presiding 
officer of the Society stating that he had made 
one of the interested throng that witnessed the 
administration of the oath of office to Washing- 
ton. 

The Society then listened with much satisfac- 
tion to a paper of the Rev. Jonn Provproor, 
D.D., “On Early Confederacies and Our Own,” 
in which an interesting review was given of the 
peculiar features of the Italian, Grecian, Ger- 
manic, Hollandic, and other federations, as com- 

ared with our own, and showing the superior- 
ity of the latter. It exhibited a very thorough 
acquaintance with the subject, and its reading 
occupied about an hour. 

The Society then adjourned, and the remainder 
of the afternoon was passed by the members 
in examining the books and objects of interest 
in the library. 


the collection having been a useful one in any 
department of knowledge, we venture to say 
that no student, in any department, would have 
remained in its owner’s library a day for the 
single purpose of gathering information— he 
would have stayed much longer, it is probable, 
to enjoy the genial society of the venerable man, 
to look at things which were rare and curious, 
and to gather from the spirited descriptions of 
“Old New York,” by Mr. Allan himself, an in- 
sight into the society and manners of the city in 
the beginning of this century, an accurate detail 
of the family connexions of our older families, 
and a graphic description of events which are 
remembered only by the few, and appreciated 
only by even a smaller number. The illustrated 
works, on which Mr, Allan had spent much time 
and money, and on which he greatly prided 
himself, afforded fewer evidences of his taste 
and good judgment as an artist than many had 
expected; and among the more experienced 
book-collectors and illustrators the disappoint- 
ment was extended and freely expressed. 

Of the Catalogue, which was prepared by 
Joseph Sabin, of Philadelphia, with the assist- 
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nce of several others, much complaint was 
made, and not without reason, The exaggera- 
tions as well as the inaccuracies of description 
with which that portion which described the 
books abounded, were particularly noticeable ; 
the announcement on the title, and at the close 
of the volume, that Mr. Sabin was the only per- 
son who was entitled to any credit for the pre- 
paration of any portion of the catalogue except 
the covers, gave offence to those who were ac- 
quainted with the services which were ren- 
dered by several of Mr. Allan’s intimate personal 
friends, by whom, we believe, the engravings, 
minerals, coins, and other property—the books 
excepted—were exclusively catalogued. 

‘The strange use of Latin words, and blunder- 
ing application of them, exceed anything that 
we ever met. 

Of the Sale itself we could say much more than 
our space will allow—in the language of a gen- 
tleman who is fully qualified to speak of its pe- 
culiarities, “there has been nothing to compare 
with it since the world began.” 

The salesman, Mr. Merwin, discharged his de- 
licate duties, in the struggle between buyers, 
with -his accustomed patient good-nature ; and 
the proceeds of the sale will prove that his 
efforts were not without their reasonable result. 

The number of bidders in attendance was not 
large ; the number of those whom those bidders 
represented was probably much greater. ‘The 
prevailing fashion of purchasing at auction 
through brokers, while it tends to diminish the 
number of those who attend such sales, and 
serves to afford a living to several worthy men 
who act in a representative capacity, serves also 
to make the auction-room a less agreeable place 
of resort for collectors than it once was, pre- 
venis the formation of many a desirable personal 
acquaintance among book-buyers, and assimilates 
the occupation of a book-collector to that of a 
gambler in stocks at that soulless concern known 
as the Board of Brokers. Could Royal Gurley 
have dropped in at the sale which is under con- 
sideration, he would have failed to recognise 
more than one or two faces among the buyers; 
while the brilliant sallies of poor John Keese 
would have fallen still-born among the audience 
which attended the Allan sale; an audience 
among whom the amount of brokerage to be 
realized on the purchase of the several lots which 
were offered was vastly more important, in 
many cases, than the intrinsic value of the lots 
themselves, either to the bidders’ principals or to 
any other person. 

The bidding, among such an audience, may be 
easily understood ; there has, indeed, “been no- 
thing to compare with it since the world began.” 
Those among the bidders who represented them- 


selves only, were compelled, in many cases, to 
abandon the contest which the brokers made 
over the greater number of the lots; in other 
cases, where the volume was considered a neces- 
sity, they also rushed into the fight, and battled 
for the prize. 

Our readers will not be surprised to learn, 
under these considerations, that the “ Account of 
the Banquet given by the St. Nicholas Society of 
the City of New York, on the Occasion of the 
Visit of the Dutch Frigate ‘ Prins van Orange,’ 
May, 1852,”—a mere pamphlet—brought $22.50; 
“ Alden’s American Bpitaphs,” $13.75; Barlow's 
“ Columbiad,” quarto, $30; Bartlett’s “ Destruc- 
tion of the Gaspee,” $6; Bryant’s ‘ Address on 
Irving,” illustrated, $37.50; the first edition of 
Burns's “ Poems,” $106; Cheethum’s “ Life of 
Paine,” illustrated, $11; Coleman’s “Collection 
of Facts relative to the Death of Gen. Hamilton,” 
illustrated, $25; ‘“Cromwelliana,” illustrated, 
$80; Dawson and Davis’s “ Reminiscences of the 
Park,” $15; Dibdin’s “ Bibliomania,” illustrated, 
$720; “The Croakers,” Bradford Club’s edition, 
$25; Dunlap’s “ Arts of Design,” $15; “Life of 
General Eaton,” $5; ‘The Echo,” $12; Eliot's 
Indian Bible, $825; Doctor Francis’s Address 
on “ New York, during the last Half Century,” 
extended and _ illustrated, $150; Freneau’s 
“Poems,” Monmouth edition, $10; Holgate’s 
“ American Genealogy,” $15; Ingraham’s “ Cap- 
ture of Washington,” $8 ; Irving's Ruiceeebock- 
er’s New York, extended, and with 265 plates 
inserted, $1,250; another copy, extended and 
with 107 plates inserted, $400; the same, Lon- 
don, 1821, $55; Irving’s Washington, quarto, 
$275; Josselyn’s “Voyages to New England,” title 
in fac-simile, $27; Josselyn’s “ New England’s 
Rarities Discovered,” $40 ; Livermore’s “ Histori- 
cal Research,” large paper, $12 ; Lossing’s “ Field 
Book,” $15; Melvin’s “Journal,” $20; Miller's 
“New York,” London edition, $4; Moore’s 
“Treason of Charles Lee,” $4; Morton's “New 
England’s Memorial,” MS. title, $40; “ Papers 
on Hatfield and Deerfield,” Bradford Club’s edi- 
tion, $11; Commodore Porter’s “ Journal,” 
$3.50 ; Sherburne’s “ John Paul Jones,” 36 por- 
traits inserted, $20; Simms’s “ Life of Marios,” 
22 prints inserted, $16; Sternhold and Hopkins, 
Ed. London, 1628, $19; the same, 1632, $11; 
Thomas’s “ Pensilvania and West-New-Jersey,” 
Brady’s reprint, on writing paper, illustrated, 
ws. 2 the same, in ordinary style, illustrated, 

15; “The Simple Cobbler of Aggavvam,” edit. 
London, 1647, $55 ; Washington’s Diary, 31 
plates inserted, $50; Watson’s Annals of New 
York, illustrated, $20; and an Autograph Letter 
of Gen. Washington, the enormous sum of 
$2,050 1 





